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Ps. x11. 12. Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy : for thou renderest to 
every man, according to his work. 


Tue Bible is the history of God, as the-Creator and moral 
Governor of the world. It teaches man the relation he stands in 
to God, and the obligations he is under to Him. It also holds out 
to man motives to obedience. ‘These motives, none can doubt, 
are designed to have an influence on those to whdm they are 
addressed. And as they make up a considerable part, in the 
volume of revelation, and are every where in the scriptures 
represented in an important light, it is very evident that the influ- 
ence they are designed to have, in the divine administration, is 
very essential. It is necessary therefore that they should be 
rightly understood, or their designed influence will be counte- 
racted. For in the same proportion as our views of these motives 
are erroneous, will their effects upon our minds be erroneous or 
destroyed. 

Now these spurs to duty, these incitements to obedience, are 
principally the rewards and penalties annexed to God’s law.— 
They are summarily contained, and comprehensively expressed 
in that declaration, “ Jehovah renders to every man according 
to his work.” With the certainty, import and extent of this 
truth, therefore, we should be well acquainted. And it is also 
becoming that we shou!d feel and acknowledge that these sanc- 
tions to the divine authority, are suited to the nature of man and 
the character of God. That, therefore, for the very reason that 
he has fixed and will enforce these sanctions, he is to be acknow- 
ledged as a God of mercy. 

Vou. VI. 46 
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How important and instructing then, is an examination of this 
subject ! And how well suited as a foundation for this investiga- 
tion, are these words, which we have selected from the Psalmist. 
“ Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy, for thou renderest to 
every man, according to his work.” 

In these words we have the two following heads of doctrine. 

First—God rewards and punishes every man according to his 
works. | 

Second—Because God rewards and punishes every man ac- 
cording to his works, he is therefore a God of mercy. 


I. God rewards and punishes every man according to his works. 

1. The truth of this proposition rests not on one or two passages 
of scripture, but on the whole tenor of the bible. Every where, 
in the book of God, we learn that he gives his approbation, ac- 
companied with specified blessings, to the righteous; while his 
displeasure, manifested in specified rebukes and penalties, rests 
upon the wicked. And this general scope of the sacred writings, 
which is, of itself, an abundant confirmation of the doctrine under 
examination, is rendered clearer and stronger, by the express pas- 
sages interspersed through the whole volume of revelation. We 
notice a few of them. Prov. xxiv. 12, “And he that keepeth 
thy soul, doth not he know it? and shall not he render to every 
man according to his works?” Jer. xvii. 10, “1, the Lord, search 
the heart, I try the reins, to give every man, according to his ways, 
and according to the fruit of his doings.” And again xxxii. 19, 
‘Great in counsel and mighty in work, for thine eyes are open 
upon all the ways of the sons of men, to give every man according 
to his ways and according to the fruit of his doings.” Mat. xii. 
37, “For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words 
thou shalt be condemned.” And xvi. 27, “‘ For the Son of man 
shall come, in the glory of his Father, with his angels, and then 
he shall reward every man, according to his works.” Rom. ii. 6, 
‘Who (that is God) shall render to every man according to his 
deeds.” 1 Cor. ili. 8, “And every man shall receive his own 


_ reward, according to his own labour.” 2Cor. v. 10, For “we 


must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ, that every one 
may receive the things done in the body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad.” Gal. vi. 7, “ Be not 
deceived, God is not mocked, whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap.” Col. iii. 24, 25, “Knowing that, of the 
Lord, ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance ; for ye serve 
the Lord Christ. But he that doeth wrong, shall receive: for the 
wrong that he hath done, and there is no respect of persons.” 
Rev. ii. 23, “ And I will give unto every one of you, according to 
his works.” And again, xxii. 12, “And behold! I come quickly, 
and my reward js with me, to give every man, according as his 
works shall be.” 
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These passages are so plain that they need no comment. - And 
they clearly prove, that every man shall ‘receive at the hand of 
God a righteous retribution for all his works.” . 

2. When does God render to every man according to ‘his 
works? The text says, thow renderest, in the present tense.— 
Though in most of the passages, it will be seen, it is expressed in 
the future. ‘‘ He will render,” &c. But we cannot fix upon the 
time when this shall take place, merely from the tense of the 
verb. ‘When we read, thou renderest, we are not to infer that 
God always renders, at the present time, and at the present time 
only, to every man according to his works, but that this is his 
character, this is the established principle of his government.— 
Neither when it is said, ‘ He will render, ye shall receive,” &c. 
does it certainly follow, from this mode of expression, that this 
retribution will only be in the future world. But the time when 
must be determined from God’s known method of proceeding, 
and from the time marked out by his word. 

Now we know God does not reward every man according to 
his works in this world. It is true, he administers his govern- 
ment in such a manner, as to show in many instances even in 
this life, his approbation of righteousness and his disapprobation 
of sin. But the sinner is not always the most wretched here, 
neither is the saint always the:most' happy. Compare their out- 
ward enjoyments. God has chosen his people in the furnace of 
afflictions. And more than one has had occasion to say, “ If in 
this life only, we have hope, we are of all men: the most misera- 
ble.” Many of them have lived in jeopardy all their lives; so 
that they could say with truth, “I die daily ;”: and at last have 
suffered the most painful martyrdoms—While - their only: support 
has been “great is your reward in Heaven.” And if God him- 
self has directed them to look to Heaven principally for ‘their 
reward, who will presume to say it is in this life only? The sin- 
ner, on the other hand, frequently flourishes. “He is in great 
power and spreadeth himself like a green bay-tree. They are 
not in trouble as other men, neither are they plagued as. other 
men. Their eyes stand out with fatness; they have more than 
heart could wish.” And when.they die, ‘they have no bands in 
their death, but their strength is firm.” This, before he reflected 
upon the retribution which awaited them, made the psalmist en- 
nous at the foolish, when he saw the prosperity of the wicked. 
And he began to conclude, that he had “cleansed his heart in 
vain, and washed his. hands in innocency;” for he had been 
“ plagued all the day long, and chastened every morning.” But 
when he went into the sanctuary of God, and was there taught, 
from his holy oracles, the principles of his. government, then he 
saw their end. 

Neither can it be conceded that the balances of retributive jus- 
tice are equalized in this world, by the compunctions of conscience 
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in the ene case, and its approbation in the other. For many a 
scrupulous saint has suffered more in his feelings, for his inadver- 
tent errors, or even for his unavoidable imperfections, than some 
hardened transgressors do for heinous crimes. Some, in conse- 
quence of weakness of nerves or through the power of temptation, 
are kept trembling for years upon the borders of despair, till death 
unexpectedly introduces them to the regions. of light and joy. 
While the hardened sinner, having seared his conscience with a 
hot iron, goes on, without compunction within or affliction with- 
out, daring Heaven and disregarding man, till by some sudden 
stroke, he is unexpectedly, and with little pain, hurried into the 
eternal world. Moreover as God has taught the saint to look for 
his reward, in another world, so also he has taught the sinner, if 
he would learn, that his reward awaits him hereafter. Christ 
says, (Luke xii. 5.) “I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear. 
Fear him which, after he hath killed, hath power to cast into hell: 
yea, I say unto you, fear him.” Luke xvi. 22, 26, “The rich 
man, who had received his good things in this life, also died, and 
was buried, and in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torment.” 
Matt. xiii. gives us the parable of the wheat and the tares. In 
explaiming which our Lord says, “In the end of this world, the 
Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out 
of his kingdom, all things that offend, and them which do inquity, 
and shall cast them into: a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing 
and gnashing of teeth.” It is generally represented in the scrip- 
tures that at the resurrection, at the second coming of Christ, at 
the general judgment, the wicked shall receive their sentence, 
and consequent punishment. ‘Fhen shall there be a resurrec- 
tion, both of the just and of the unjust. Then they that have 
done evil shall come forth to the resurreetion of damnation.— 
‘Fhen the dead that shall be raised and stand before God, shall 
be judged of those things which shall be written m the books, ac- 
cording to their works ; and whosoever is net found written in the 
book of life, shall be cast into the lake of fire, which is’ the second 
death. ‘Then shall he cut asunder that wicked servant, and: ap- 
point him his portion with the hypocrites. Then shall the judge 
say to them on his left hand, for ali their wickedness and neglect 
of God, “‘ Depart ye cursed into everlasting fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels.” | 

_ Indeed the very idea of a general judgment, decides this ques- 
tion without further argument. Of what use are a trial and 2 
judgment, after the whole penalty of the law has been inflicted on 
the criminal? None. ht is the perfection of absurdity to talk of 
such a judgment. This is so evident that some attempts have 
been made of late, to do away the idea of a general judgment 
altogether. Attempts that I need not now meet, for they were 
fairly met and put down by an abler hand,* at the first onset.— 


“Rey. T. Merritt. 
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And, indeed, this new idea of no judgment is so directly opposed 
to many of the plainest passages of scripture, that with an enlight- 
ened public, who have their bibles before them, it hardly needs a 
refutation. And as the reality of a general judgment, the scrip- 
tures being true, cannot be reasonably doubted, so neither can it 
be doubted that men receive rewards and punishments in a future 
world. — ; 

3. We come to inquire what those works are, according to 
which, God will reward or punish every man. ‘This mquiry the 
scriptures must answer. And in examining them, we find all 
mankind represented as having sinned, all are concluded in unbe-~ 
hef, all are by nature children of wrath. Yet God is pleased’ to 
make their final condemnation or acquittal, turn upon their reject- 
ing or receiving Christ, upon their believing or not believing the 
gospel. “He that believeth shall be saved, he that believeth not 
shall be damned. He that believeth in the Son, Hath everlasting 
life, he that believeth not the Son, shall not see life,*but the 
wrath of God abideth on him. This is the condemnation, that 
light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than 
light.” From many such scriptures it is plain, that a man will 
be finally condemned and. punished, not for having been morally 
diseased, but for having rejected the remedy, for disbelieving the 
truth of God. Thus, by rejecting Christ he renders himself re- 
sponsible for all his sinfulness, and atsaches to himself the guilt of 
all his transgressions. On the other hand, a man will be finally 
acquitted and rewarded, not because he has always been justified 
and holy, but because, by faith in Christ, the guilt of all his sins 
has been washed away, and he now stands justified and approved 
in the sight of God. Continuing and dying a believer, he will 
be acquitted at the final twibunal, and be rewarded with a crown 
of glory. Ail his:sins will doubtless be brought into the judgment. ie 
But for these, he hasian offset, however numerous and aggravated — 
they may have been, in the faith which he has exercised in thé | 
merits of Jesus Christ. Thus we see, pardon is consistent with 
being judged, according to the deeds done in the body. For 
faith, which gains this pardon, is exercised by the soul while in 
the body ; and is one of those works that is brought into judg- 
ment. And it is that work which, by the divine appointment, 
operates through Christ, to the cancelling of the whole debt of sin. 
It does more—It gains heaven. | 

But that faith- which procures this reward, is a fruitful principle. 
kt produces love and good works. And according as it abounds 
in these, it is to. be rewarded. These therefore, at the judgment, 
will be brought forward as the proper criteria of rewardable faith, 
and: the extent of that reward. Hence’ the decision will’ be: 
“ €ome ye blessed, inherit the kingdom—for I was hungry and 
ye gave me meat, thirsty and ye gave me drink, naked’ and ye 
elothed me, sick and: in prison and ye ministered unto me.”— 
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Unbelief also is a fruitful principle. But its fruits are the oppo- 
site of those of faith. It is the root of numerous sins, and ac- 
cording as it abounds in these, it is to be punished. . These there- 
fore will be brought forward, as the proper criteria of a guilty 
character, and of the extent of that guilt. Hence the sentence 
will be: ‘“ Depart ye cursed, into everlasting fire—for I was hun- 
gry and ye gave me no meat,” &c. We see then that faith and 
unbelief, with their respective fruits, will-be the works according 
to which God will render to every man. 

4. What is the extent to which these works are rewardable or 
punishable. 

By determining this, we shall know the extent of the rewards 
and punishments. For these are, as we have seen, according to 
the works. 'The measure of one is the measure of both. What- 
ever light, therefore, the scriptures afford, either upon the nature 
of the works, ot upon the blessings promised and penalties threat- 
ened, will equally serve to determine the extent of the rewards 
and punishments. And it is more particularly to determine this 
point, that we now enter into an examination of the subject.— 
And the question with us, at this time, is not so much, what will 
be the degrees of happiness and misery, as what will be their du- 
ration. A being of limited powers, all must acknowledge, is 
capable of only limited degrees of enjoyment and suffering.— 
Therefore the happiness of, the righteous, and the misery of the 
wicked, must be limited in degree. And as men’s capacities and 
means of improvement differ, so also we may rationally suppose, 
they will differ in their degrees of enjoyment and suffering, in 
another world. And this is agreeable to the word of revelation. 
For an apostle has taught us, that “as one star differeth from 
another star in glory, so also is the resurrection of the dead.” 
And Jesus Christ declares, when upbraiding those cities, in which 
most of his mighty works had been done, that. “it should be more 
tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah, at the judgment, than for 
them.” In degree then the rewards and punishments will be 
limited, and will vary according to the character and circum- 
stances of the subjects. But will there be this limitation and this 
difference, in the duration of these rewards and penalties? Let us 
examine. 

There is not the same cause certainly, for limiting the duration, 
that must of necessity operate to limit the degrees of the enjoy- 
ment or suffering. Man will exist for ever, And that endless 
existence may be either happy or miserable. That it will be a 
happy one with the believer all acknowledge, And. it is equally . 
certain that the eternal life which is conferred upon the righteous, 
is the reward of faith and its fruits. The scriptures are too plain 
upon this subject to admit of doubt. ‘Take a few passages as a 
specimen for many. 2Cor. iv. 17, “For our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 
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and eternal weight of glory.” Here the suffering of the Christian 
proves a glory, not only excessive in degree, but eternal in dura- 
tion. Col. iii. 23, 24, ‘* And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as 
to the Lord and not unto men; knowing that, of the Lord, ye:shall 
receive the reward of the inheritance.” Now we learn elsewhere, 
that this inheritance is incorruptible; undefiled and unfading.— 
And yet this ever-during and unfading inheritance is declared to 
be the reward of those who labour faithfully for the Lord. And 
the ees already quoted from Matthew, represents the righte- 
ous as welcomed into the kingdom—* For I was hungry and ye 
gave me meat,” &.- Finally, the scriptures, in too many places 
to be at this time recited, represent the felicities ‘of the glorified 
saints, in all their extent, as given in-consequence of believing, 
loving and obeying God. ‘The reward, it is acknowledged, is a 
glorious one ; Sut Haass in all its weight, and on all its duration, 
is a reward to faith and its fruits. ‘This is by the divine constitu- 
tion.~ And no doubt God sees a suitableness and a compatibility 
between the work and the reward. Not that the work and the 
reward, considered abstractedly from their relations in the divine 
system, bear any proportion to each other. But, taking in these 
relations, which none but God can see and comprehend, there is 
unquestionably a perfect fitness between the works of a believer 
and his eternal reward. . 

But how is it with the unbeliever? If the scriptures were in- 
definite respecting the extent of the criminality of sin, and of 
the punishment threatened, we should infer that since the reward 
of faith and its holy fruits, is clearly defined to be without end, so 
the reward of unbelief and its unholy fruits would likewise be 
endless. As the scriptures every where represent the two charac- 
ters as opposed to each other, analogy would lead us to the con- 
clusion, that there would be a like opposition in their final retri- 
butions. And this conclusion, from analogy, is strengthened by 
another consideration... Not only do the scriptures, all the way 
through, contrast the two characters, as being opposed to each 
other, but they also contrast, with equal clearness, the judgment 
and retribution that shall be awarded to each. ‘Say ye to the 
righteous, that it shall be well with him—Woe unto the wicked, it 
shall be ill with him.” ‘And many of them shall awake, some 
to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” 
“ And shall come forth, they that have done good, unto the resur- 
rection of life, and they that have done evil-unto the resurrection 
of damnation.” ‘ And these (the wicked) shall go into everlast- 
ing punishment, but the righteous into life eternal.” Indeed pas- 
sages of scripture might be multiplied, m which, as in the fore- 
going, not only their characters, but also the retributions to each, 
are strongly contrasted. But, as we have-seen, the reward of one 
character is without end. How probable then, that the punish- 
ment of the opposite character will be without end, especially 
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when the same ‘scriptures which represent these characters in 
direct opposition to each other, contrast in terms, equally strong 
and definite, the retributions that await each.. 

Again—still reasoning upon the supposition (which is the most 
that can, with any colour, be pretended) that the scriptures have 
not definitely marked the extent of the criminality of sin, as the 
duration of punishment, we should infer that this punishment 
would be eternal from another consideration. ‘To indulge in 


unbelief and sin, is to reject the infinite reward held out to faith: 


So that the very act itself is a forfeiture of an infinite blessing.— 
And what is the forfeiture of an infinite blessing but an infinite 
loss? And what is an infinite loss, in consequence of sin, but an 
infinite punishment for that sin? If the scriptures represented this 
forfeiture as only for a limited time, and then it could be proved 
that the blessing would not be forfeited again, the question would 
of course be decided. But so far is this from being their sense, 
the language is such as seems to indicate a final forfeiture. While 
those that were ready went in to the wedding, the door was shut 
against such as were not ready. ‘Though they asked for admit- 
tance, they were rejected; and no intimation given that they 
should afterward be received. While the faithful servant is wel- 
comed into the joy of his Lord, the unprofitable servant is doomed 
to outer darkness; and no encouragement given that he should 
ever enter into the joy of his Lord. 

These considerations, if there were no other, would at least 
make it probable, that the painful reward of the unbeliever would 
run parallel with the blessed reward of the believer. Demanding 
for these arguments all the attention arid influence they deserve, 
we proceed to inguire into the nature of sinful works. And this, 
as far as we can determine it, will teach us the extent of the pun- 
ishment. For this punishment is according to the works. Here, 
as elsewhere, the scriptures must be the principal foundation of 
our arguments. And by the light of this sacred guide, as we have 
seen already, there is nothing in the nature of man, that will pre- 
vent their works being followed with infinite consequences. ‘The 
good works of the righteous have an infinite reward. Why not 
then the sins of the unrighteous? 

(1) To neglect the offers of God, is criminal in proportion to 
the extent of the blessing proffered by God and rejected by the 
transgressor. | 

But the blessing proffered by God and rejected by the trans- 
gressor is infinite. ‘Therefore, to neglect this blessing, is an act 
stamped with infinite turpitude. 

To authorize this proposition, between the criminality of the 
act and the blessing slighted by that act, we have the authority of 
inspiration. An apostle says, Heb. ii. 3, “‘ How shall we escape, 
if we neglect so great salvation?” Here the rule we contend for 
is recognized by the apostle; who evidently speaks as if the im- 
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possibility of escaping was the more certain, because the salvation 
neglected was so great. 

(2) The extent of the criminality of sin, is in proportion to the 
dignity of the character insulted. 

This is a principle that is obvious to the common sense of all 
mankind, and is acknowledged by all civil governments. We 
have however higher authority for it than the common under- 
standing of men, or the universally received principles of civil 
jurisprudence. ‘The above quoted apostle says, Heb. x. 28, 29, 
“He that despised Moses’ law, died without mercy, under two or 
three witnesses; of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son 
of God—and hath done despite to the Spirit of grace?” Here, 
to trample under foot the Son of God, and do despite to the Spirit 
of grace, as they were acts immediately against higher characters, 
were considered by the inspired apostle as meriting sorer punish- 
ment. Again, Chap. xii. 25, ‘‘See that ye refuse not him that 
speaketh ; for if they escaped not, who refused him that spake on 
earth, much more, shall not we escape, if we turn away from him 
that speaketh from Heaven.” Nothing can be plainer than that the 
apostle in these passages, considers the sin to be great, in propor- 
tion to the dignity of the character sinned against. 

But God is a character infinitely dignified. Therefore, 

To sin against God is a crime of infinite demerit. 

(3) It must be acknowledged, on all sides, that the violation 
of an obligation is criminal in proportion to the extent of that 
— But man is under infinite obligations to God. There- 

ore, 

To violate these obligations is a sin infinitely aggravated. 

(4) The demerit of sin, is in proportion to its inherent ma- 
lignity. 

But the malignity of sin is unlimited, except by superior power. 
Therefore, 

Sin is of unlimited demerit. 

That the demerit of sin is proportionate to its malignity, is 
a mere truism, which, it is presumed, none will deny. And none 
I believe can, with any show of reason, contend that the crimi- 
nality of crimes is to be rated by the power of the perpetrators, 
or the time they were employed in committing them. The 
weakest subject may be, to all intents and purposes, as guilty of 
treason, as the most powerful nobleman ; and a man who accom- 
plishes his murderous oe in an hour, is as guilty as he who 
is engaged a number of days to accomplish his designs of murder. 
And he who is fully purposed in his heart to kill his neighbour, 
but is prevented by external circumstances or superior force, is 
as guilty as either. None then can with propriety contend, that 
the shortness of man’s life, or weakness of his powers, or the im- 
Pane ’ accomplishing his desires, detracts from the demerit 
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of his crimes. And what are these crimes? The Scriptures de- 
clare that men are enemies to God; that they are rebels against 
him; that they despise his character, and trample his authority 
under their feet, and set up other gods in his stead. Now is not 
this, to. all intents and purposes of guilt, (notwithstanding power 
may be wanting,) to dethrone God, and give the supreme autho- 
rity to unbridled Just and lawless mis-rule? Who can measure the 
extent of guilt like this? It is high as heaven! It is deep as hell ! 
And if unrestrained, its destructive effects would be as extensive 
as the government of God. | 

From the whole, then, it appears that the works of the wicked 
are stamped with infinite criminality. Therefore, if they are re- 


‘warded “according to their works,” their punishment will be 


interminable.* 

We have another view to take of this subject, which will lead 
us, if possible, to still clearer results. Having examined the 
nature of the works, with a view to determine the extent of the 
punishment, we will now examine the nature of the punishment 
itself, as described in the declarations of the word of God. 

The nature of the punishment is such, as to exclude all those 
means necessary to secure a holy character. 

The scriptures declare the gospel to be a system of salvation 
for lost and perishing man. But they every where represent this 
salvation as attainable only through certain means therein described. 
Such as the word read and preached; the prayers and conversa- 
tion of the godly; the strivings of God’s Spirit; the mediation 
and intercession of Jesus Christ, and the like. But, from these 
means the transgressor is excluded by the very nature of his pun- 
ishment. He will no longer enjoy the bible, for the earth and all 
things material will “be burnt up.” The gospel will not be 
preached to him, for there will be none to preach it. The labour- 
ers in God’s vineyard will have ceased from their labours, and 
will have entered into their rest. It would be as absurd as un- 
scriptural, to suppose that those who have “fought the good fight 
and finished their course,” and have received their ‘ crown of 
righteousness,” should still be sent into the regions of wretchedness- 
and sin to preach the gospel to the damned. Neither will these 
miserable beings have the privilege of the example and conver- 
sation of the godly: for their “portion” is with “ hypocrites and 
unbelievers,” and with every one that “loveth and maketh a lie.” 
They will not have the Spirit of God to enlighten and reprove 
them, for his Spirit will not “ always strive with man.” More- 
over, their punishment is declared to be banishment into “ outer 
darkness ;” from the “ presence of God” and the glory of his 


*It is not pretended, in any of these arguments, that sin is an act of infinite 
magnitude. This would be inconsistent with the limited faculties of man. But it 
is what may entail infinite consequences on the transgvessor. See Merritt on the 
subject. Univer. Sal. Ref. p. 84, &c. 
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power.” Christ will no longer be their mediator and interces- 
sor; for, at the resurrection, Christ is the judge. The scrip- 
tures clearly designate Christ as the one appointed to judge the 
world. And can he be judge and advocate too? Or after having 
adjudged them to pain and woe, will he turn their advocate? And 
if he does for what will he intercede? That the extent of his 
judgment may not be executed upon them? Or will he intercede 
that they may not suffer any more than he decided they should? 
The former would be inconsistent, the latter unnecessary. For 
when divine justice is satisfied, it will not need the pleas of an 
advocate to induce it to withhold its hand. But this question 
seems to be decided by scripture. At the resurrection, Christ 
gives up the kingdom to his Father. See 1 Cor. xv. 24, 28. 

Now, without a bible, without a preached gospel, without the 
prayers, conversation and examples of saints, without the Spirit 
of God to restrain, enlighten and reprove, without an advocate to 
intercede, how, I ask, are men ever to accept the gospel and be 
made holy? Again; the nature of this punishment excludes all 
those works to which the promise of heaven is made. These are, 
as has been proved, faith and its fruits. Nothing is more clearly 
revealed in the book of God than that faith is the medium through 
which a meetness for heaven is communicated to the soul. But 
what chance for faith in eternity? ‘ “ Now faith,” says the apostle 
to the Hebrews, “is the substance of things hoped for; and the 
evidence’of things not seen.” The certainty of sight and sense, 
is perfectly incompatible with faith. But in eternity that record 
which God has given of invisible things, and which he requires 
us to believe as necessary to salvation, will be known to be true, 
by open vision. Is he who would come to God here, command- 
ed to “believe that God is, and‘that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him?” There these truths will no longer be 
matters of faith, but certain knowledge. He that has been judged 
at God’s bar, will Anow that he 7s; and he that has heard the 
righteous, in his presence, welcomed into everlasting habitations, 
will know that God is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
Must he who would be saved, believe that Christ is the Redeemer 
and Saviour of the world? but in eternity, the sinner knows he is. 
For he has seen the righteous admitted to heaven for receiving 
him, and finds himself thrust down to hell for rejecting him. Is 
he called upon to believe in the Holy Spirit? he now knows he 
is suffering “sorer punishment,” for doing “despite to that Spirit.” 
In short, every one must see, that at the judgment or after, it is 
impossible to exercise that faith, which we are here required to 
exercise in order to salvation. And as there is no opportunity 
for faith, so there is none for its fruits. How can there be fruits 
when there is nothing to produce them? Besides, it will be readily 
seen, that there can be no opportunity to fight the good fight of 
faith in hell. 7 
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_ Unless then the very constitution of the plan of salvation .1s 
changed; unless the most essential principles of the gospel. are 
given up; in short, unless there is some other way of getting to 
heaven, beside the one revealed in the bible, there is no ho 
that the future miseries of the damned will ever be exchanged for 
the joys of heaven. If there should be a different gospel for such, 
it is unknown to us, and we have no right to preach it: for an 
apostle has said—‘“ Though we or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gospel unto you, than that which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed.” 

Once more, concerning the nature of this punishment; It is said 
—‘‘ Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. He that 
soweth to the flesh, shall, of the flesh reap corruption.” That is, 
if sinners persist in their corrupt course, they shall reap a harvest 
of the same. Their corrupt propensities will be greatly increased 
and strengthened. Now in hell their corrupt principles are un- 
restrained. What chance then for consideration and repentance? 
In this world we find it difficult to convict men, burning with lust 
and raging with passion. We must wait till the flame subsides. 
But then, what cessation? What check to the unbridled passions? 
What chance then for repentance ? The very flame that torments 
is the flame of sinful passions. This is a worm that never dies; 
this is a fire that shall never be quenched. Stung by this worm, 
scorched by these flames; harrowed up to an infernal phrensy, 
by these fires, what opportunity for sober reflection? What chanee 
for repentance now? If, in this world, a burning fever, a rheu- 
matic affection, a violent fit of the gout or the stone, entirely dis- 
qualifies a man for sober thought and an understanding exercise of 
faith ; how much less suited will his mind be for these exercises, 
when he is cast into “ outer darkness,” where will be “‘ weeping, 
wailing and gnashing of teeth?” when “tribulation and anguish, 
indignation and wrath” are recompensed to the transgressor “ with- 
out mixture?” And especially, when this ceaseless tumult and 
agony of the soul is, in a great measure at least, occasioned by the 
unbridled rage of these very passions, of which he ought to re- 
pent!! In this scene of darkness, of sin, and of torment, there can 
be no repentance, there can be no holiness, and therefore there 


ean be no preparation for heaven. 
(Te be concluded in our next.) 
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Biography. 


MEMOIR OF THE REV. JAMES RICHARDS, 
American Missionary in Ceylon, who died August 3, 1822. 
Mr. Ricuarps was born im Abington, Mass., February 23, 


1784, He was the second son of James Richards, Esq. . While 
quite young, his parents removed to Plainfield, in the same state. 
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His early education was strictly religious ; and during a season of 
special seriousness, under the ministry of the Rev. Moses Hal- 
lock, the pastor of that church, he became a hopeful subject of 
divine grace. He was then about thirteen years of age: but he 
did not unite himself with the visible church until six years after 
this time. The following paragraphs are extracted from the 
memoir. 

“ Being a young man of respectable talents and ardent piety, he 
was early desirous of obtaining a liberal education, that he might 
be prepared to preach the Gospel of reconciliation. But his 
father, having a family of seven children, did not feel himself able 
to dispense with the services of James, who was then his eldest 
son, (an elder brother having died in infancy,) and to give him a 
public education. In these circumstances, his desires to devote 
his time to the studies preparatory to a collegiate education, could 
not be gratified, till he was nearly twenty years of age. At the 
age of twenty-two, he became a member of Williams College. 
During the whole course of his education, such were his pecuniary 
circumstances, that he was under the necessity of submitting to 
many privations. These reflect honour upon his Christian cha- 
racter, as he submitted to them, from a strong desire to promote 
the best interests of his fellow men. 

“While a member of college, his classical acquirements were 
respectable, and, in the mathematics, he excelled. But it is less 
on account of his attainments in literary and scientific knowledge, 
that he is deserving of esteem, than for his love of order, his cor- 
rect deportment, and the bright example, which he set before his 
fellow students. During his residence in college, a revival of 
religion took place. He laboured among the students, with dili- 
gence, prudence and zeal, and became the instrument of good to 
many of them. It was in college, that he became acquainted 
with the beloved and lamented Samuel J. Mills, who was his 
classmate. A very intimate and endeared friendship was early 
formed between these kindred spirits; a friendship, which con- 
tinued through life, and which, it is believed, has been resumed, 
and is to be perpetuated, in heaven. 

“It is already known to many, that Mr. Richards was among 
the first in his native land, who sacredly devoted themselves to 
the cause of missions among the heathen. ‘This he did at a time 
when the subject of foreign missions had excited little attention in 
America; and before any, except that little band of brethren, (of 
whom he was one,) mentioned in the life of the Rev. Samuel J. 
Mills, had thought of making it a personal concern. It was here, 
that they examined the subject together. It was here that they se 
often retired from the sight of the world to some consecrated spot 
for fasting and prayer, that they might seek divine direction, and 
find a door of entrance among the heathen. From that time, he 
steadily pursued his object, amidst many delays and discoarage- 
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ments, which would have diverted any less devoted mind from 
its object. : 

“In 1809, he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and the 
same year became a member of the Theological Seminary at 
Andover. Here he laboured with diligence and success in con- 
cert with Mills, and several others of his brethren, in promoting a 
spirit of missions among the students in the Seminary ; and, also, 
in the Christian public, by the distribution of many books and 
pamphlets on the subject of missions. 

“In June 1810, Mr. Richards was one of that little company, 
five in number, who presented to the General Association of min- 
isters in Massachusetts, the Memorial on the subject of missions, 
that led to the formation of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions. As Mr. Richard’s name, however, does 
not appear in the Minutes of the General Association, it may be 
proper to state the reason of its omission. The subject of foreign 
missions being comparatively new, at that time, in America, it was 
thought by the members of the Association, that four was a sufti- 
cient number to be presented, in the first instance, before the 
Christian public, as devoted to that cause. Mr. Richards’s name 
was, therefore, erased, because the others, with the exception of 
Mills, were his seniors in the Theological Seminary, and would 
be sooner prepared- to leave their country on a foreign mission. 
But although their junior in his collegiate standing, he was second 
only to Mills in having solemnly devoted himself to this great and 
glorious object. His heart was much set upon it. As a proof of 
this, it may be proper to mention, that, for several years after he 
had formed the resalution of becoming a missionary to the hea- 
then, he had no other prospect of accomplishing his object, than 
that of working his passage to some part of the gentile world, and 
of casting his lot among the heathen. This he fully intended to 
do, in case there was no other mode of accomplishing his object. 

‘“ As an evidence of his strong attachment to this cause, the 
following brief extracts are selected from his journals.—‘I feel 
that I owe ten thousand talents, and have nothing to pay. The 
heathen have souls as precious as my own. If Jesus was willing 
to leave the bosom of his Father, and expose himself to such suf- 
fering here below, for the sake of them and me, with what cheer- 
fulness should I quit the pleasures of refined society, and forsake 
father and mother, brothers and sisters, to carry the news of his 
love to far distant lands; let me never consider any thing too great 
to suffer, or any thing too dear to part with, when the glory of 
God and the salvation of men require it.’ Again: ‘I hope to use 
my feeble efforts in disseminating the word of eternal life in the 
benighted regions of the east. But I feel a deep conviction of my 
own weakness and dependence on God, and the importance of 
being qualified for this great work. May the Lord give me 
strength and grace! I feel as though I should be greatly disap- 
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pointed, if I should not be permitted to preach Christ to the poor 
pagans.’ At another time he writes; ‘ There is some prospect, 
that peace may soon be restored to our country, and I hope ere 
long to join my missionary brethren in the east. My heart leaps 
with joy at the thought. I long to preach Christ to the heathen. 
But the burden of my prayer of late has been, that I may be pre- 
pared to act the part a me.’ ” 

In September 1812, Mr. Richards finished his theological stu- 
dies at Andover, and became a preacher of the Gospel. In 
November following, under the direction of the American Board 
of Missions, he entered the Medical School at Philadelphia, 
where, for nearly two years, he prosecuted his studies with com- 
mendable diligence and good success. While in that city, he 
had many opportunities of preaching to destitute congregations, 
and in parts of the city where the stated means of grace were not 
enjoyed; and, in conjunction with the lamented Warren, was 
afterwards employed, for a considerable time, as a missionary in 
the suburbs of the city. He took the degree of Master of Arts, in 
1814; and spent a considerable part of the next year in preach- 
ing to a’ people, who, previously to his going among them, had 
been much divided; but, in consequence of the blessing of God 
on his labours, were united again, and enjoyed a pleasing revival 
of religion. They then urged him to remain and become their 
pastor; but his previous engagements rendered it improper, in 
his view, to comply with their request. i 

“In May, 1815,” says his biographer, ‘he was married to 
Miss Sarah Bardwell, of Goshen, Ms. and on the 2lst of June 
following, was ordained at Newburyport, in company with Messrs. 
Mills, Warren, Meigs, Poor and Bardwell, and expected soon to 
sail for Ceylon. About this time, he made the following entry 
in his journal, expressive of his attachment to the missionary work. 
‘What shall I render to the Lord for all his mereies; especially 
for affording me a near prospect of commencing the work, on 
which my heart has been so long and so constantly set! For more 
than seven years, I have had one uniform desire of spending my 
life among the heathen. If I know my own heart, I do wish to 
spend and be spent in preaching the glorious Gospel of Christ.’ 
Though he expected to sail in a few weeks after_his ordination, 
several circumstances occurred to prevent the sailing of the vessel 
until the 23d of October. At that time, in company with eight 
missionary brethren and sisters, he embarked in the Dryad for 
Ceylon. When asked, afterwards, how he could refrain from 
weeping at the time of leaving his native country, and all that was 
dear to him there; replied, ‘Why should I have wept? Thad been 


waiting with anxiety almost eight years for an opportunity to go ~ 


and preach Christ among the heathen. I had often wept at the 
long delay. But the day on which | bade farewell to my native 
land was the happiest day of my life.’ . 
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‘The Dryad had a favourable voyage of five months to Co- 
lombo. Mr. R. a short time after his arrival, was attacked with 
an inflammation of the eyes. Not being sufficiently aware of the 
debilitating influence of a tropical climate, he, in order to remove 
the inflammation, probably reduced his system too low. This, 
in connexion with much fatigue, in removing from Colombo to 
Jaffna, doubtless laid the foundation of those pulmonary com- 
plaints, which finally terminated in death. He arrived in Jaffna- 
patam about one year after leaving America, and ia a few months 
removed to Batticotta, where he was associated with Mr. Meigs. 
Here, although his health was feeble, he laboured with diligence 
in superintending the repairs of the buildings at that station, and 
in preaching to the natives through an interpreter. But in Sep- 
tember 1817, he was obliged to desist from preaching and from 
study, in consequence of a cough and weakness of the lungs. A 
visit to Colombo, having been obviously very beneficial to his 
health, it was thought expedient for him to repeat the visit, and 
eventually to accompany Mr. Warren, then at Colombo, to the 
Cape of Good Hope. In April, 1818, the two brethren set sail 
from Colombo, and in July, they arrived at Capetown. There 
the beloved Warren took his departure for a better world, and left 
his friend and brother to pursue his earthly pilgrimage alone.— 
They had, for a long time, been united in the closest bonds of 
Christian friendship: From the state of Mr. Richards’s health at 
this time, it was thought that the period of their separation could 
not be long. He rémained at the Cape about four months. 
During the first three months of this period, his health and strength 
were much improved, and he entertained raised expectations of 
final recovery. But during the last month, his symptoms took 
an unfavourable turn. He raised considerable blood from his 
lungs. His cough, also, became much worse ; his strength fatled 
very fast, and he entirely lost his voice. During the greatest part 
of these four months, he lived in the family of John Melville, Esq. 
the kind friend of missionaries, and of all who love our Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity, where he was pleasantly situated, and 
received every attention, which it was in the power of the family 
to bestow.” 

In the latter part of November, he embarked, in company with 
the Rev. Mr. Traveller and his lady, for Madras, where he arrived 
about the middle of January. The kind attentions of his fellow 
passengers contributed to his comfort and health; and in Madras 
he found many friends. He next proceeded to Colombo; and 
from thence he went by water to Jaffnapatam. Though the dis- 
tance from this place to Batticotta is but seven miles, yet, as he 
was obliged to travel it by land, he performed the journey with 
difficulty. For a season, he considered himself, and was con- 
sidered by his brethren, as near death. But in August, 1819, his 
symptoms were more favourable, and not long after, he recovered 
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a considerable degree of health and strength. He then com- 
menced visiting the native free-schools connected with the station; 
and was able, by means of an interpreter, to inspect the studies of 
the boys, and to communicate to them religious instruction. 

‘Early in April 1820,” says the memoir, “‘ he began to recover 
his voice, so as to be able to speak loud for the first time (except 
for a few days on his voyage from the Cape to Madras,) for more 
than seventeen months. During that month, he was able to’ take 
considerable exercise on horseback, as well as to use more stimu- 
lating food and drink. By these means, his health and strength 
were visibly improved. f rom this time until May, 1821, there 
was but little alteration in the staté of his health. During that 
year, he did much for the benefit of the mission, not only by his 
counsels and prayers, but by active labour as a physician, both to 
the souls and bodies of this people. He was remarkable for his 
diligence in business, as well as fervency in spirit, labouring some- 
times beyond his strength.” 

After the death of Mrs. Poor, he became considerably more 
unwell, partly in consequence of fatigue during her sickness; and 
he never again rose to that degree of vigour, which he had enjoy- 
ed for the year previous.—But we must hasten to the closing 
scene, as described in the memoir. 

“On the evening of the 29th of June, 1822, he was attacked 
with severe pain in his right side, which continued several hours. 
From this time, the commencement of his last illness may be 
dated. ‘The pain in his side returned, on the three following 
days, and on Monday the Ist of July, it was excessively severe, 
and continued nearly six hours. It was to be hoped, that, in view 
of his protracted illness, he would be permitted quietly to descend 
to the grave. But, the ‘ Lord seeth not as man seeth:’ and, in 
this case, his brethren had a pleasing illustration of the truth ‘that 
the Lord doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men.’ 
The necessity and utility of the severe sufferings, to which he 
was subjected, were in a good degree apparent even tous. They 
were evidently the means of relieving him from that state of 
mental imbecility, of which he had much complained, and of 
rousing to rigorous exertion all the powers and faculties of his 
soul. While thus awakened by this powerful stimulus, the Lord 
was pleased to manifest himself unto him in a special manner, as 
the God of all consolation, as an infinitely glorious Being, and the 
object of supreme desire. He was favoured, at that time, with 
unusually elevated conceptions of the character of God, and with 
correspondent affections of heart. He afterwards repeatedly re- 
marked, in reference to these seasons of suffering, that such were 
his views of the divine character, and so desirable did it appear 
to him, that God should be glorified by all his creatures, that he 
felt willing that his sufferings should be continued, and even in- 
— if it were necessary to promote any glorious designs of 
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his heavenly Father; and that his sufferings were so evidently the 
means of rousing his mind to those sublime and heavenly contem- 
plations, that he was in a degree reconciled to them, and disposed 
to regard them as a proper occasion of thanksgiving. It is evi- 
dent, that these seasons of severe pain gave a character to the 
whole remaining course of his sickness; and that they were the 
means of increasing his happiness and his usefulness, during the 
last weeks of his life. : 

“On the 19th of. July, his symptoms became more alarming, 
and his distress from nervous irritation and difficulty of breathing, 
became very great; so that it was necessary for several persons 
to be constantly employed in brushing and fanning him. He 
begged us to pray, that he might have more patience, but observed, 
—‘It is good to suffer. It gives me some faint idea of what my 
Saviour bore for me. ‘Thanks, eternal thanks to that Grace, 
which snatched me from the jaws of the devourer! When I get 
home, how will I sing the praises of Him, who will have washed 
away all my sins! Crown him, yes, I'll crown him ‘ Lord of all.’ 
That hymn, which begins, ‘ All hail the power of Jesus’ name,’ 
was ever a favourite one, and he often requested his brethren and 
sisters to sing it to him. 

“On the morning of August 2d, Mrs. Richards rose early to 
relieve the brother who had watched with him, and found him 
very quiet and comfortable, having rested better than usual. He 
spoke much of the goodness of God to him, and expressed a 
hope, that he should not repine when called to suffering. A 
season of severe coughing, soon came on, which affected him very 
much. Soon after this, he lost his appetite, and his cough ren- 
dered him unable to take stimulants, so that his strength failed 
fast. ‘The fainting, and the distress for breath, accompanied with 
great nervous irritation, seemed too much for his feeble body to 
sustain, and he cried out, O Lord deliver. O Lord Jesus, come 
quickly. If this be dying, I must say, the pains, the groans, the 
dying strife. Lord, is it not enough?’ In the evening of the 
same day when Mrs. Richards went to take leave of him, she 
asked, as was her custom, whether she could do any thing more 
for his comfort before she retired. ‘Yes,’ he answered, ‘com- 
mend me to God and to the word of His grace, who is able to 
keep me from falling, and to present me faultless before the pre- 
sence of His glory with exceeding joy.’ This was said with a 
trembling voice, and with many pauses. A little before 11 o’clock, 
she returned to him, and he asked why she came so soon? She told 
him, that she found it difficult to sleep while he was so distressed. 
He replied, ‘I am more quiet and do not need you now; yet | 
feel great pain in my breast. I have a new feeling there.’ She 
told him, she thought his symptoms indicated a speedy termina- 
tion of his sufferings; and perhaps that was the last night. ‘ Well, 
my dear,’ said he, ‘ you will unite with me in thanking God for 
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so pleasant a prospect. Retire to rest and gain strength for the 
trial.’ About three o’clock on the morning of the 3d, he sent for 
his wife, and when she came, she found him in great bodily da- 
tress. Soon after this, in a season of fainting, i said, ‘ Now I 
shall go.’ At half past four o’clock, Dr. Scudder was sent for. 
About five, he was again in great distress, when it was thought he 
was dying. Reviving a little, he said, ‘This is hard work.’ Im- 
mediately after this, his teeth began to chatter, his pulse became 
indistinct, and his breathing very irregular. A little before seven, 
Dr. Scudder arrived, and approaching his bed, said, “ Well, bro- 
ther Richards, it is almost over.’ Joy beamed in his countenance 
as he looked up and said, ‘ Yes, brother Scudder, I think so—I 
hope so. O Lord Jesus, come quickly !” After drowsing a few 
moments, he took an affectionate leave of his afflicted wife, and 
observed, “1 have long been giving you my dying counsel and 
advice, and have now only to say farewell! The Lord bless you.’ 
Shortly after, Dr. Scudder observed that he might possibly con- 
tinue a day or twolonger. Mr. Richards, with a look of disap- 
pointment, replied, ‘ No, brother Scudder, no; I am just going.’ 
Soon after, ‘I have now clearer views of the Saviour than before. 
O, He is precious.’ About half past ten o’clock he revived a lit- 
tle, and was able to speak more distinctly. On being asked, what 
were his views of divine things, he replied: ‘ Not so clear; I 
still feel that [ see through a glass darkly. But soon, yes, v 
soon, face to face.’ He then inquired for James, his only child, 
who was standing at the head of his bed. ‘Taking him by the 
hand, he said, ‘ My son, your papa is dying. He will very soon 
be dead. Thou, my son, remember three things. Be a good 
boy ; obey your mamma; and love Jesus Christ. Now remem- 
ber these, my son.’ He also gave him a small pocket Testa- 
ment, and told him to read it much and obey it. His whole ap- 
pearance was such as to denote, that his last moments had arrived. 
Dr. Scudder had, for a few moments, left the room. Looking 
round upon those present, he said, ‘Tell brother Scudder, going,’ 
—and spoke no more. He continued to breathe, for a few min- 
utes, and then quietly fell asleep. His brethren and sisters pre- 
sent united in singing a hymn, and in offering up a prayer to God, 
expressive of the mingled emotions of joy and grief excited by 
the occasion. : " | 
* On the following day, which was the Sabbath, the members 
of the mission assembled at Tillipally, and after attending’ to 
some appropriate religious exercises, committed the remains of 
their departed brother to the grave, in assured hope of a glorious 
resurrection, when thts corruptible must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on immortality.” —Missionary Herald. 
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Scripture Lbustrated. 


——_ —— 


ILLUSTRATION OF PROVERBS XVI. 4. 


Fy eet Lord hath made all things for himself; yea, even the wicked for the day 
Oot evi. 

Tuts text has often been appealed to in support of the doc- 
trine of unconditional reprobation ; a doctrine as opposite to the 
general declarations of scripture as it is derogatory to the nature 
and attributes of God, and abhorrent to the common sentiments 
of humanity. A careful examination of the text will, we trust, 
rescue it from the improper service into which it has been pressed, 
and evince its accordance with those doctrines of the Bible which 
so illustriously display the divine perfections, and demonstrate 
His willingness to save the chief of penitent sinners, as well as 
manifest His utter abhorrence of wickedness of every kind. 

The original words, m7 4y4 4a, literally signify, Jehovah hath 
wrought, or worked, all things for himself; and may refer to His 
providential dealings with the human family, making them all 
subserve the purposes of His infinite wisdom and goodness, in 
the management of his government, and especially making them 
to work for good to those who love God. This interpretation re- 
ceives support from the preceding verse. For though the pro- 
verbs of Solomon are not generally connected by si a regular 
chain of argumentation as are many other parts of scripture, yet we 
shall find on a close inspection, that often one proverb grows out of 
another as one thought is suggested by a preceding one, and fol- 
lowing from it as a conclusion from the major and minor proposi- 
tions. ‘This appears to be the case in the present instance. 

In the third verse it is said, ‘Commit thy works unto the Lord, 
and thy thoughts shall be established ;” and as an argument to 
induce his readers thus to commit their works unto the Lord, the 
wise man immediately subjoins, for the Lord hath made, hath so 
wrought all things, that by the wise arrangement of His govern- 
ment, He will so manage, overrule, and direct all things, not ex- 
cepting even the wicked themselves, as to make them subserve 
His purposes of good to His people, and tend to establish their 
thoughts in the wisdom and benevolence of Him to whom they 
have committed their works: and while the good of those who love 
God is thus promoted, the wicked, those who refuse to bow their 
necks to the yoke of Christ, are preserved unto the day of evi to 
be punished for those sins which they might have avoided. 

his interpretation receives confirmation from the consideration 
that it harmonizes with the view which holy scripture gives of 
the beneficent arrangements of divine providence, and the decla- 
ration that when God had finished His work of creation, He 
pronounced it all very good. He, therefore, who establishes the 
thoughts of the righteous who commit their works unto Him, pre- 
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serveg the incorrigibly wicked, however perverse may be their 
dispositions, unto the day of evil to be punished. He thus pre- 
served, sustained, and kept alive, in the midst of the tremendous 
plagues of Egypt, the haughty tyrant Pharoah, that God’s power 
might be known throughout all the earth ; but in the day of evil, 
when the measure of Pharoah’s iniquity was full, he was destroyed. 

The application of these words to the doctrine which asserts 
that God makes the wicked as they are, for the purpose of destroy- 
ing them in the day of His wrath, is a most gross perversion of the 
word of God, and a manifest inypeachment of His justice and 
goodness, and also contradictory to the express declarations of 
His word, which saith that He made all things good—and, * Out 
of the mouth of the Most High proceedeth not evil and good.” 





¥om——— 
The Grace of God Manifested. 


————— 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


‘ Richmond, July 10, 1828. 
Dear Breruren, 


Tuer. church in this place having been recently called to 
mourn the loss of one of its pious members, I think it a tribute 
due to her memory to make a short record of her virtues, thereby 
to exalt the grace of God, by which the depravity of her nature 
was conquered, she made happy in life and enabled mightily to 
triumph in the hour of death. I therefore send you this account, 
which, if you think proper, may be inserted.in our Magazine, by 
which many of the friends and acquaintances of the deceased 
may be edified and encouraged to acts of. obedience and piety, 
and the serious reader instructed. G. M. Anperson. 


Ex.ienor Everince was born in Charles city county, Virginia, 
about the year 1760. During her youthful years she was in the 
habit of attending the Protestant Episcopal Church, and, as she 
herself informed me, frequently had serious impressions made on 
her mind whilst in the house of God, and viewing the adminis- 
tration of his ordinances. But these seem not to have been of a 
lasting nature. From. this period to that of her removal to this 
city, the writer of this sketch is not furnished with materials from 
which a detail might be given. | 

Suffice it to say, that about the year 1807 she removed to this 
place, where she became acquainted with a number of the mem- 
bers of the Methodist Church, through whose influence she was 
prevailed on to attend the ministry of the Methodist preachers. 
By this means she was. soon brought to see herself a sinner against 
God, unprepared for death and judgment, and that dying in this 
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state must be irrecoverably lost. So deeply was she now hum- 
bled before God that she regarded herself as unworthy of a seat 
in. God’s house, amongst a worshipping people, and therefore con- 
cluded to desist from attending the place of divine service.— 
But her religious acquaintance persuaded her to a contrary course; 
and through their instrumentality, she was induced once more to 
venture to the house of the Lord. At this time there was some 
revival amongst the professors of Christianity, and the mourners 
were invited to the altar to be prayed for. One of her friends 
seeing her much affected, inquired of her why she delayed. She 
immediately resolved to go forward, and as she arose from her 
seat, God in mercy spoke peace to her soul, set her at liberty 
from the bondage of sin and Satan, and enabled her to testify to 
all around that God hath power on earth to forgive sins. 

She then united herself to the Methodist Church in this place, 
of which she remained a pious and exemplary member until the 
day of her death.. The comforts of religion she recommended to 
her friends and neighbours, telling them it would not only sweeten 
the cares and enjoyments of life, but buoy up the soul in affliction, 
and prepare it to pass through the valley and shadow of death 
with tranquility. These declarations were corroborated by the 
life she lived, for in this she was an example of piety, in conver- 
sation, in dress and deportment. In the midst of her mortal con- 
flicts, which were many and severe, she sought relief in visiting 
the closet, the class-rogm, and the place of public worship. In 
these places she poured out her complaints to God, and frequent- 
ly received such immediate and abundant supplies of grace, as 
enabled her to praise God aloud. Nor did any who were ac- 
quainted with her general deportment doubt the truth of her 
profession. By this course of living she was enabled to make 
considerable advances in the divine life, and openly profess that 
God had cleansed her heart from sin. The joy which flowed to 
her from the reception of this blessing was so abundant and mani- 
fest, that, as I have been informed, she scarcely was without some 
visitor who came to witness her joy for several days together, and 
her humble dwelling was continually made to resound with the 
praises of her God. But it pleased the Lord in the space of a 
few years to call from time to eternity, a very pious member of 
the family to which she belonged, and to whom she was much 
united. This afflicted her much, and as thought by some, excited 
that disease by which was terminated her earthly career. And 
now that she was called to depart, she could confidently speak of 
her joys and hopes without fear of reproach from her acquaintance, 
and without any dread of future misery; but with a triumphant 
hope of immortality. To her friends around her she signified a 


desire once more to partake of the sacrament of the Lord’s Sup- 


per. Accordingly brother Andrew and myself administered to 
her the sacred ordinance, and some other females who were pre- 
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sent on the occasion. At this time, although scarcely able to say 
much for some days previous, she seemed so powerfully blessed 
and animated by the presence of God, as to be enabled to con- 
verse with more liberty and strength than was common for her, 
even in her days of health and vigour. Indeed she seemed to 
speak with divine energy. This state of ecstacy continued for the 
space of four or five days, by which was excited such general 
attention throughout the city, that her room was continually 
crowded with solemn, weeping, and rejoicing spectators. When 
any person would come in and shake hands with her, she would 
almost invariably in the first instance ask, “ Are you coming up £ 
are you going to meet me?” (meaning in heaven) She would 
then inquire after the relations of the persons to whom she was 
speaking, whether they were religious or not.- She would fre- 
quently exhort parents to pray for their children, and children to 
pray for their parents, &c. 'To me she said, “tell the class to 
which I belong to be punctual in attending their class-meetings.”’ 
“‘ Yes,” said she, “tell all the members of the church, that it is 
my dying exhortation to. them to be attentive to their meeting, 
and strive to teach their children to serve God.” She would 
often speak of those ministers under whose preaching she had 
been particularly blessed, and of those persons to whom she had 
been particularly united. At one time, apparently speaking to 
herself, she was heard to say, (in relation, it is supposed; to the 
deceased person above alluded to,) ‘‘ Ah we will soon praise God 
together in heaven.” At another time she spoke of the excellency 
of religion in such language as surprised all who were present, 
saying, that “‘ tables, beds, and worlds of gold, were nothing but 
vanity when compared to this.” At another time the brethren 
when present sung, 
“ And let this feeble body fail, 
And let it faint or die ; 


My soul shall quit this mournful vale, 
And soar to worlds on high,” &c. 


She exclaimed, “O! yes, to heaven my soul would fly. Glory ! 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Hallelujah:” She then gazed steadily 
up towards heaven as though she saw something very attractive, 
and being asked what she saw? replied, “ you can’t see them.” 
In this triumphant state she remained days together, until she 
finally fell asleep in the arms of her Saviour, on the 25th of June, 
1823, in the 63d year of her age. Her countenance was angelic 
to the last minute, and we doubt not but that her immortal spirit 
is now resting in the Paradise of God. I can truly say, as well 
as many others, that I never witnessed so victorious a death be- 
fore. May her example of patience and piety be remembered 
and imitated by her surviving friends, and deeply impressed es- 
pecially on the heads of the members of the Church to which she 
belonged. 
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Miscellaneous. 
omar 
INTRODUCTION OF METHODISM INTO THE UNITED STATES. 


THERE are circumstances connected with this event which 
ought not to be forgotten, as they tend to develope the gracious 
providence of God which has ever watched over His faithful 
people. 

Methodism had existed in Europe about twenty-seven years, 
and could number about twenty-five thousand members, before it 
crossed the Atlantic. In the year 1766, by a train of circum- 
stances which were doubtless under the controul of an infinitely 
wise and righteous providence, some meinbers of the Methodist 
Society in Ireland were induced to emigrate to America. Among 
this number was a Local Preacher by the name of Philip Em- 
bury, who with his associates, settled in the city of New-York.— 
On their arrival at this place, being few in number, surround- 
ed by strangers, and not finding any such spiritual associates as 
those they had left behind them; and neglecting also the assem- 
bling themselves together, they all, except Mr. Embury, so far 
departed from God as to become enamoured with the plea- 
sures of sin. In this melancholy state they remained until the 
following year, when another family of Methodists, formerly asso- 
ciated with the one above-mentioned, came from Ireland to New- 
York. The members of this family brought their piety and zeal 
with them. ‘The mother was a woman of a bold ad indepen- 
dent spirit, and was much devoted to God. While most of the 
others had sunk into a state of lukewarmness, and some of them 
had already participated in the common vices of their fellow- 
citizens, this ** mother in Israel’? cleaved unto God with all her 
heart, and was made instrumental in reviving the languishing 
spirits of the others. Understanding they were amusing them- 
selves with card-playing, she presented herself before them, 
seized the cards, and with holy indignation threw them into the 
fire. 
Having thus destroyed their play things, she went to Mr. Em- 
bury, the Local Preacher, and, prostrating herself before him, 
entreated him with tears, to call a meeting and preach to them, 
enforcing her entreaties by admonishing him that unless he com- 
plied the people would go to hell, and that God would require 
their blood at his hands. Convinced by her arguments of the 
propriety of her persuasions, but not knowing how to put them ia 
practice, the good man exclaimed ;—Where shall I preach, and to 
whom? for we have neither house nor congregation. She replied, 
preach in your own house first and to our own people only. He 
consented—and accordingly a meeting was appointed in his own 


‘private room, in which they assembled, six in all, the preacher 
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and five hearers. Finding the blessing of God to attend their 
little meetings, they continued to meet in this way with a gradual 
increase of hearers, in obscurity, being 


Little and unknown, 
- Lov’d and priz'd by God alone. 


By persevering in their good work, they gradually rose from 
their obscurity and began to attract public attention. The novelty 
of the name, as well as their manner of holding their meetings, 
and more especially the peculiarity of their doctrine, gained them 
both publicity and reproach ; and the continual increase of hear- 
ers soon rendered it necessary to enlarge their room, or other- 
wise exclude many who wished to join with them. Accordingly 
a room of large dimensions was rented in the -neighbourhood, 
and the expense paid by voluntary contributions. 

About this time this small society received considerable assis- 
tance from the labours of Captain Wess, who was attached to 
the British Army as Barrack Master, at that time stationed in 
Albany. This gentleinan had been brought to the knowledge of 
salvation by the remission of sins, under the ministry of the Rev. 
John Wesley, in Bristol, England, about the year 1765. Having 
tasted that the Lord was gracious, such was his love to perishing 
sinners, that his professional character did not hinder him from 
preaching Christ unto them; but he proclaimed, first to his fel- 
low soldiers, and afterwards to all who were willing to hear him, 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. On coming to New-York and 
forming an acquaintance with Mr. Embury and the society, he 
was invited to preach in their room. This he did. : The novelty 
of his appearance, as a preacher of Christ, in the costume of a 
military character, excited no small surprise; but the divine en- 
ergy with which he spoke, in the name of the Lord, produced a 
conviction in the minds of many that he was commissioned from 
God to shew unto them the way of salvation. These circum- 
stances so attracted attention that this rovm soon became too 
small to accommodate all who wished to hear. But what added 
much to the strength of the society was, that many who heard the 
word were convinced of sin aud brought to a saving Anowledge of 
the truth as it 1s in Jesus. Such were added to the society. And 
continuing to walk in the fellowship of the saints, and in the unity 
of the Spirit, they were comforted together, and built up in their 
most holy faith. Their godly walk and conversation convinced 
others of the reality and excellency of their religion. 

To remedy the inconveniencies arising from the smallness. of 
the room in which they now assembled, a rigging loft, in William- 
street, was hired and fitted up for public coke Here they 
assembled for a considerable time, and Mr. Embury continued to 
preach to them with success, being occasionally assisted by Capt. 
Webb, who was at intervals absent upon Long-Island and at 
Vou. VI. 49 
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Philadelphia, where he preached the gospel of the Son of God 
with success. Through the‘faithful labours of these servants of 
God the society in New-York flourished, continually increased in 
number and in the graces of the Spirit. In consequence of this 
increase of members and hearers, this place soon became too 
small, and they therefore begun to think of building a house of 
worship. 

To the accomplishment of this pious design many difficulties 
seemed to present themselves. The society being principally 
poor, they did not possess within themselves adequate means for 
such an undertaking. For some time a painful suspense seemed 
to occupy their minds. But while all were deliberating on the 
most suitable means to accomplish an object so desirable, and yet 
to them so difficult, an elderly lady, one of the Irish emigrants 
before mentioned, while fervently engaged in prayer for direc- 
tion in this affair, received with inexpressible sweetness and power, 
this answer—I the Lord wil do it! At the same time a plan 
presented itself to her mind, which, on being submitted to the 
society, was generally approved. Accordingly, they issued a sub- 
scription paper, went to the Mayor and other opulent citizens, to 
whom they explained their design, and from whom they received 
liberal donations. Captain Webb also lent his aid to assist them 
in their pious undertaking. Thus encouraged by the countenance 
of some of the’ citizens of New-York, they succeeded in pur- 
chasing a lot of ground in John-street, on which they erected a 
house of worship, 42 feet by 60, calling it, from respect to the 
venerable founder of Methodism, Westey Cuarezn. Such, how- 
ever, was the municipal regulations of the city and province of 
New-York, that they were not allowed to devote the house ex- 
clusively to divine worship; they therefore devoted a small por- 
tion of it for domestic purposes. This was the first meeting 
house, erected by a Methodist congregation, in America, and this 
was built m the year 1768. 

While this house was building, the society addressed a letter 
to Mr. Wesley, requesting him to send them a preacher, such a3 
would be likely to command a congregation. Mr. Embury, 
though a zealous and good man, and much engaged in the cause 
of Christ, had but moderate abilities as a preacher. He had, 
besides, to labour with his hands to support himself and family, 
and therefore could not devote himself exclusively to the work of 
the ministry. To supply this deficiency the society wisely de- 
termined to solicit aid from abroad; they therefore wrote a letter, 
dated New-York, April 11, 1768, to Mr. Wesley, of which the 
following is an extract :—After mentioning their having purchased 
a lot of ground, on which they were erecting a house of worship, 
and describing the state of the society, the writer observes,— 
“There is another point far more material, and in which, I must 
importune your assistance, not only in my own name, but also in 
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the name of the whole society. We want an able and experi- 
enced preacher; one who has both gifts and grace necessary for 
the work. God has not, indeed, despised the day of small things. 
There is a real work of grace begun in: many hearts, by the 
gore of Mr. Webb and Mr. Embury ; but although they are 
both useful, and their hearts in the work, they want many qualifi- 
cations for such an undertaking. And the progres of the gospel 
here depends much upon the qualifications of preachers” —“ With 
respect to money for the payment of the preacher’s passage over, 
if they could not procure it, we would sell our coats and shirts 
to procure it for them.” Such was the ardent zeal by which this 
infant society was actuated at that time! 

Mr. Wesley mentions this circumstance in his Ecclesiastical 
History for the year 1769. ‘The society at New-York,” says 
he, chad lately built a commodious preaching house, and now 
desired our help, being in great want of money, and much more 
of preachers.” The subject being laid before the British Con- 
ference, two preachers, Messrs. Richard Boardman and Joseph 
Pilmoor, volunteered their services as missionaries for America, 
with whom Mr. Wesley sent fifty pounds, “as a token,” says he, 
“of our brotherly love.” They landed at Gloucester point, six 
miles below Philadelphia, Oct. 24, 1769. They immediately 
entered upon their work, Mr. Boardman taking his station in 
New-York, and Mr. Pilmoor in Philadelphia; but they occasion- 
ally changed with each other, and sometimes made excursions 
into the country. In all places whither they went, multitudes 
flocked to hear the word, and many were brought to seek after an 
interest in that Jesus who was preached unto them. ' 


(To be continued.) 


THE ANTIQUITY OF INFANT BAPTISM SUPPORTED, AND THAT OF 
POPERY DISPROVED, FROM THE WORKS OF CHRYSOSTOM : 


(BY H.S. BOYD, ESQ.) 
(Concluded from page 493.) 


In a letter which I sent to your Magazine, in 1818, I laid 
before your readers a very fine specimen of the eloquence of 
Curysostom. His works, however, may be studied for other, 
and perhaps better purposes. His writings alone are sufficient, in 
my opinion, not only to overturn the whole fabric of Popery, but 
also to destroy its very foundations. The authority of the Romish 
Church primarily depends on the truth or the falsehood of the 
assertion, that St. Peter was the immediate successor of Christ, 
and that he was constituted Head of the Church. .The Papists 
quote that famous passage in St. Matthew, “ Thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock will I build my Church.” They tell us, that 
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Christ here gives him the surname of Peter, which signifies a 
rock, and then declares, that he is the Rock upon which his 
Church is to be built. But what says Chrysostom? In his Com- 
mentary on St. Matthew, he thus expounds the passage :— Upon 
this Rock will [ build my Church. That is, on the faith or be- 
lief of this confession.” As I gave the original Greek in the notes 
to my Select Passages of St. Chrysostom, p. 296, I shall not 
transcribe it now. You perceive that he explained this famous 
ove es just as we explain it; namely, that the belief of our 

ord’s Divinity was the rock on which the Church was to be 
built. Now, it is allowed on all hands, that Chrysostom was an 
orthodox prelate; and it is singular that he lived, even to his 
latest year, in the strictest intimacy and communion with the 
Bishop of Rome. It is, therefore, evident, that Popery was un- 
known in his day. Before I leave this subject, I will notice 
something which I believe is overlooked by many Protestant 
writers, The name of Peter, in Greek, does not signify a rock. 
It means a stone. The word which is used immediately after, 
properly denotes a rock. If Christ had meant that his Church 
was to be built on Peter as a foundation, he would surely have 
said, “Thou art Peter, and upon this stone will I build my 
Church.” But he evidently employs a different word, to show 
us the distinction. 

On the nature of the Eucharist Chrysostom has copiously 
written; but it is not necessary that I should say any thing about 
it here. In the Appendix, and the notes to “ Select Passages,” 
[ have treated the subject at length ; and I trust I have shown, 
that both Chrysostom and the other Fathers held the same doc- 
trine which is taught by the Church of England. 

Let us now proceed to Purgatory. It will indeed be a most 
painful purgatory to us, if we have to search up and down the 
Homilies of St. Chrysostom for passages to support that mon- 
strous tenet. I will venture to assert, that, amidst all his immense 
volumes, you will not find a single sentence to sanction it. | 
have carefully examined his interpretation of some passages of 
the New-Testament, on which the Papists would ground that 
doctrine; and I can assure your readers, that his explication is 
directly the reverse of theirs. It clearly shows, that he was as 
ignorant of their doctrines as they are ignorant of his. 

To say that there are no traces of Auricular Confession in the 
writings of St. Chrysostom, would not be saying enough. It 1s 
manifest, from some passages in his works, that this practice was 
totally unknown, in his day, to the Christian Church. 

Thus far, the Archbishop of Constantinople may be considered 
as a genuine Protestant. Truth, however, obliges me to confess, 
that on the subject of salvation, he, as’well as the rest of the 
Greek Fathers, dwell too little on the Atonement of Christ, and 
speak very incorrectly on free-will, and human merit. 1 must 
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also confess, that the invocation and intercession of saints are 
sanctioned by him. ‘The Roman Catholics have no reason to be 
elated at this; for these corruptions of Christianity crept mto the 
Church only a few years before his time. I am afraid that we 
are indebted to the oratorical genius of Gregory Nazianzen for 
the invocation and intercession of saints. It is curious to observe 
how this superstition grew up by degrees in his mind. His first 
invective oration against Julian was written in the year 363. J 
there find the first traces of this doctrine. Near the beginning 
he exclaims, “ Hear me, thou Spirit of the great Constantius, if 
there be any perception, or sensation: « rt” aoénce.” These last 
words are evidently quoted from Isocrates’ Panegyric on Evago- 
ras. Isocrates expresses himself more fully; for he says, “If 
there be any perception unto those who have departed of the 
events which happen here.” About five years after, St. Gregory 
pronounced a funeral oration on his brother Cesarius. In it he 
apostrophizes his brother’s shade. He expresses his hope that 
Cesarius may be a partaker of the heavenly happiness, and he 
prays to God to receive him; but nota syllable does he utter about 
his intercession. Some time after, he pronounced a funeral ser- 
mon on his sister Gorgonia. At the end of it there is a very ele- 
gant apostrophe to her spirit, a translation of which was published 
in aletter in your Magazine for June, 1818. The reader will 
perceive, that he had then the same doubt upon his mind which 
he had some years before, when he invoked the spirit of Constan- 
tius. He does not consider it to be a@ matter of certainty, that the 
souls of the righteous are acquainted with what passes here below. 
In the year 374 he delivered a funeral oration on his father. He 
does not now, as formerly, express a hope, but he takes it for 
granted, that he is a partaker of celestial glory, and he feels per- 
suaded of his intercession. He does not implore God to receive 
his father’s spirit, but he entreats his father to receive his own 
when he shall die. Seven years afterwards,* he pronounced a 
long and elaborate panegyric on his friend, St. Bazil. At the 
conclusion of it, he implores the Saint to intercede for him. A 
litle before, he has a remarkable expression. He says, “ And 
now Bazil dwelleth in the heavens, and there, as I think, he 
offereth sacrifices for us, and prayeth for his people.” Observe, 
Gregory says, os ome, as | think. In one of his Epistles, he 
declares his belief that the departed saints are acquainted with 
our concerns; but he speaks of this as a man who is stating his 
own private opinion. Every one knows that the Church of 
Rome considers the invocation of the saints to be a bounden duty, 
and their intercession an unquestionable fact, the belief of which 


* Gregory a!so wrote a funeral discourse on Cyprian, aud one on Athanasius ; 
but at present I have not got his works with me, and I forget whether he speaks 
of their intercession. T remember that he apostrophises Athanasius, and I think 
that he also invokes Cyprian. 
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is necessary to salvation. Let any unbiassed man first consider 
this fact, and then attentively peruse all the passages of St. Gre- 
gory to which I have referred. Let him do this, and he must 
feel convinced, that the invocation and intercession of the saints 
were not established doctrines in the time of Gregory Nazianzen. 
In his writings we find very little about the nature of the Eu- 
charist; but what he does say is sweet and grateful to the ears of 
a Protestant. In his first Apologetic,.he calls the consecrated 
elements “the types of the great mysteries :” in his oration to 
the Governor of Nazianzum, he styles them “the types of my 
salvation ;” and in the funeral sermon on his sister, he denomi- 
nates them “ the types of the body and blood of Christ.” Surely 
these expressions, and particularly the last, are directly opposed 
to Transubstantiation. 

There is a subject which is, I think, too much disregarded by 
many Protestants, but which is of great importance, as it forms a 
pewern argument against the pretention of the Roman Church ; 

mean the state of the Canon of Scripture in the Primitive 
Church. Various opinions concerning it were afloat during the 
first three centuries ; and some of the Fathers who then flourished 
are, on all hands, admitted to have been somewhat unsound and 
visionary. Such were Origin, Methodius, Tatian, and I think I 
may add, Clemens Alexandrinus. But after the Council of Nice, 
things became more settled; and the great men who flourished 
about the middle, and towards the end, of the fourth century, are 
not only allowed by the Papists to have been orthodox Divines, but 
are by them esteemed as Saints. [I shall cite two of these unex- 
ceptionable authorities. Among the Poems of Gregory Nazianzen, 
there is one, in the measure called lambic Trimeter, which con- 
tains a complete catalogue of all the books of Scripture... I need not 
remind you that the Roman Church has pronounced almost all the 
Books which the ancient Jews rejected, and which we now re- 
ject, to be of divine authority. feel real pleasure in stating, . 
that Gregory agrees with us. He excludes from the sacred Canon 
all those books which we deem Apocryphal. St. Cyril, of Jeru- 
salem, who lived about the same period, has given us a catalogue, 
in prose, of the genuine Books of Scripture; and, as far as the 
Roman Catholics are concerned, he exactly coincides with Gre- 
gory, and with us. Now, Gregory and Cyril were orthodox 
Divines of the Church of Christ, as it stood in the fourth century. 
But the Church of Christ, according to the Papists, was then, as 
it is now, the holy, apostolical, and infallible Church of Rome! 
The absurdity to which they are reduced is obvious. 

Alas! and is there not a single Popish Doctrine which can be 
traced to a period more remote than the fourth century? Yes, 
there is one. The tenet, or rather the practice, of praying for the 
dead, was not only acknowledged by Chrysostom, but was main- 
tained before his time. I believe that it is as old as the second 
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century. I am aware that the veneration of relics may be defend- 
ed by an appeal to Chrysostom, and other Fathers; but that is a 
point of minor importance. My inquiry has respect to the lead- 
ing dogmas of Popery. 

As I have spoken so much of Gregory, it may be thought 
strange, that I have said nothing of his friend Basil. The truth is, 
that what I have asserted of the one, may, in general, be predi- 
cated of the other. Standing amidst a succession of Fathers, they 
may be compared to the Transition Rocks in Geology. They 
separate the primitive mountains of truth from the rocks of inno- 
vation, and all those subsequent formations, which contain the dirt 
and rubbish of Roman Catholic deposits! Few remains of dead 
things are to be found in the transition rocks; scarcely any of the 
corruptions of Popery are discoverable in these Fathers. The 
works of Basil are not now at hand; but if 1 remember rightly, in 


them we meet but once with the Invocation and Intercession of 


the Saints. See the conclusion of his Panegyric on the Forty 
Martyrs. In all essential matters he was orthodox. Like Gre- 
gory and Chrysostom, he was a strenuous supporter of the doc- 
trine of the Trinity. Like them, he held the fall of man, the 
atonement of Christ, and our need of divine grace: but like them, 
he appears to have had less spiritual light, and less clear views 
of the Gospel, than modern Christians are blessed with. 
July 20th, 1822. | H. S. Boyp. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


In the preceding letter I have said that Chrysostom’s interpre- 
tation of some passages of Scripture was directly opposed to the 
doctrine of Purgatory. I have no right to expect that what I 
say should be taken for granted: I will therefore, with your per- 
mission, quote his words. The Papists would build their doc- 
trine on these words of Christ. ‘ It shall not be remitted, neither 
in this world, nor in the world to come.” In his commentary on 
the place, he speaks to this: ‘‘ Of the various sinners who trans- 
gress the divine law, some are wholly pardoned, and are not sub- 
jected to punishment in either world: some are punished here, 
but saved hereafter: some escape the judgments of God in this 
life, but are condemned to punishment in the next: some suffer 
the divine vengeance in this world, and are consigned to punish- 
ment in the other.” Chrysostom gives instances from the Bible of 
all these cases. If the tenet of Purgatory had been held in his 
day, he would surely have told us of a fifth case; namely, the 
case of those who, after death, go for a time into a state of pun- 
ishment, or purification, or both, but at length are liberated. The 
Roman Catholics would also ground their notion on these words of 


St. Paul: “ They shall be saved, but so as by fire.” That is, say 


they, the purifying fires of Purgatory shall burn out all their pol-- 


lutions, and they shall ultimately be made partakers of salvation. 
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Christ here gives him the surname of Peter, which signifies a 
rock, and then declares, that he is the Rock upon which his 
Church is to be built. But what says Chrysostom? In his Com- 
mentary on St. Matthew, he thus expounds the passage :—“ Upon 
this Rock will | build my Church. That is, on the faith or be- 
lief of this confession.” As I gave the original Greek in the notes 
to my Select Passages of St. Chrysostom, p. 296, I shall not 
transcribe it now. You perceive that he explained this famous 
panne, just as we explain it; namely, that the belief of our 

ord’s Divinity was the rock on which the Church was to be 
built. Now, it is allowed on all hands, that Chrysostom was an 
orthodox prelate; and it is singular that he lived, even to his 
latest year, in the strictest intimacy and communion with the 
Bishop of Rome. It is, therefore, evident, that Popery was un- 
known in his day. Before I leave this subject, I will notice 
something which I believe is overlooked by many Protestant 
writers, The name of Peter, in Greek, does not signify a rock. 
It means a stone. The word which is used immediately after, 
properly denotes a rock. If Christ had meant that his Church 
was to be built on Peter as a foundation, he would surely have 
said, “ Thou art Peter, and upon this stone will I build my 
Church.” But he evidently employs a different word, to show 
us the distinction. 

On the nature of the Eucharist Chrysostom has copiously 
written ; but it is not necessary that I should say any thing about 
it here. In the Appendix, and the notes to “ Select Passages,” 
I have treated the subject at length; and I trust I] have shown, 
that both Chrysostom and the other Fathers held the same doc- 
trine which is taught by the Church of England. 

Let us now proceed to Purgatory. It will indeed be a most 
painful purgatory to us, if we have to search up and down the 
Homilies of St. Chrysostom for passages to support that mon- 
strous tenet. I will venture to assert, that, amidst all his immense 
volumes, you will not find a single sentence to sanction it. | 
have carefully examined his interpretation of some passages of 
the New-Testament, on which the Papists would ground that 
doctrine; and I can assure your readers, that his explication is 
directly the reverse of theirs. It clearly shows, that he was as 
ignorant of their doctrines as they are ignorant of his. 

To say that there are no traces of Auricular Confession in the 
writings of St. Chrysostom, would not be saying enough. It 's 
manifest, from some passages in his works, that this practice was 
totally unknown, in his day, to the Christian Church. 

Thus far, the Archbishop of Constantinople may be considered 
as a genuine Protestant. ‘Truth, however, obliges me to confess, 
that on the subject of salvation, he, aswell as the rest of the 
Greek Fathers, dwell too little on the Atonement of Christ, and 
speak very incorrectly on free-will; and human merit. I must 
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also confess, that the invocation and intercession of saints are 
sanctioned by him. ‘The Roman Catholics have no reason to be 
elated at this; for these corruptions of Christianity crept mto the 
Church only a few years before his time. I am afraid that we 
are indebted to the oratorical genius of Gregory Nazianzen for 
the invocation and intercession of saints. It is curious to observe 
how this superstition grew up by degrees in his mind. His first 
invective oration against Julian was written in the year 363. I 
there find the first traces of this doctrine. Near the beginning 
he exclaims, “ Hear me, thou Spirit of the great Constantius, if 
there be any perception, or sensation: « r« ccénce.” These last 
words are evidently quoted from Isocrates’ Panegyric on Evago- 
ras. Isocrates expresses himself more fully; for he says, “If 
there be any perception unto those who have departed of the 
events which happen here.” About five years after, St. Gregory 
pronounced a funeral oration on his brother Cesarius. In it he 
apostrophizes his brother’s shade. He expresses his hope that 
Cesarius may be a partaker of the heavenly happiness, and he 
prays to God to receive him; but nota syllable does he utter about 
his intercession. Some time after, he pronounced a funeral ser- 
mon on his sister Gorgonia. At the end of it there is a very ele- 
gant apostrophe to her spirit, a translation of which was published 
in aletter in your Magazine for June, 1818. The reader will 
perceive, that he had then the same doubt upon his mind which 
he had some years before, when he invoked the spirit of Constan- 
tius. He does not consider it to be @ matter of certainty, that the 
souls of the righteous are acquainted with what passes here below. 
In the year 374 he delivered a funeral oration on his father. He 
does not now, as formerly, express a hope, but he takes it for 
granted, that he is a partaker of celestial glory, and he feels per- 
suaded of his intercession. He does not implore God to receive 
his father’s spirit, but he entreats his father to receive his own 
when he shall die. Seven years afterwards,* he pronounced a 
long and elaborate panegyric on his friend, St. Bazil. At the 
conclusion of it, he implores the Saint to intercede for him. A 
litte before, he has a remarkable expression. He says, “ And 
now Bazil dwelleth in the heavens, and there, as I think, he 
offereth sacrifices for us, and prayeth for his people.” Observe, 
Gregory says, o< ome, as | think. In one of his Epistles, he 
declares his belief that the departed saints are acquainted with 
our concerns; but he speaks of this as a man who is stating his 
own private opinion. Every one knows that the Church of 
Rome considers the invocation of the saints to be a bdounden duty, 
and their intercession an unquestionable fact, the belief of which 


* Gregory also wrote a funeral discourse on Cyprian, aud one on Athanasius ; 
but at present I have not got his works with me, and I forget whether he speaks 
of their intercession. T remember that he apostrophises Athanasius, and I think 
that he also invokes Cyprian. 
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is necessary to salvation. Let any unbiassed man first consider 
this fact, and then attentively peruse all the passages of St. Gre- 
gory to which I have referred. Let him do this, and he must 
feel convinced, that the invocation and intercession of the saints 
were not established doctrines in the time of Gregory Nazianzen. 
In his writings we find very little about the nature of the Eu- 
charist; but what he does say is sweet and grateful to the ears of 
a Protestant. In his first Apologetic,.he calls the consecrated 
elements “the types of the great mysteries :” in his oration to 
the Governor of Nazianzum, he styles them “the types of my 
salvation ;” and in the funeral serinon on his sister, he denomi- 
nates them “the types of the body and blood of Christ.” Surely 
these expressions, and particularly the last, are directly opposed 
to Transubstantiation. 

There is a subject which is, I think, too much disregarded by 
many Protestants, but which is of great importance, as it forms a 
powrrnn argument against the pretention of the Roman Church ; 

mean the state of the Canon of Scripture in the Primitive 
Church. Various opinions concerning it were afloat during the 
first three centuries ; and some of the Fathers who then flourished 
are, on all hands, admitted to have been somewhat unsound and 
visionary. Such were Origin, Methodius, Tatian, and I think I 
may add, Clemens Alexandrinus. But after the Council of Nice, 
things became more settled; and the great men who flourished 
about the middle, and towards the end, of the fourth century, are 
not only allowed by the Papists to have been orthodox Divines, but 
are by them esteemed as Saints. I shall cite two of these unex- 
ceptionable authorities. Among the Poems of Gregory Nazianzen, 
there is one, in the measure called lambic Trimeter, which con- 
tains a complete catalogue of all the books of Scripture. . I need not 
remind you that the Roman Church has pronounced almost all the 
Books which the ancient Jews rejected, and which we now re- 
ject, to be of divine authority. feel real pleasure in stating, 
that Gregory agrees with us. He excludes from the sacred Canon 
all those books which we deem Apocryphal. St. Cyril, of Jeru- 
salem, who lived about the same period, has given us a catalogue, 
in prose, of the genuine Books of Scripture; and, as far as the 
Roman Catholics are concerned, he exactly coincides with Gre- 
gory, and with us. Now, Gregory and Cyril were orthodox 
Divines of the Church of Christ, as it stood in the fourth century. 
But the Church of Christ, according. to the Papists, was then, as 
it is now, the holy, apostolical, and infallible Church of Rome! 
The absurdity to which they are reduced is obvious. 

Alas! and is there not a single Popish Doctrine which can be 
traced to a period more remote than the fourth century? Yes, 
there is one. The tenet, or rather the practice, of praying for the 
dead, was not only acknowledged by Chrysostom, but was main- 
tained before his time. I believe that-it is as old as the second 
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century. Iam aware that the veneration of relics may be defend- 
ed by an appeal to Chrysostom, and other Fathers; but that is a 
point of minor importance. My inquiry has respect to the lead- 
ing dogmas of Popery. 

As I have spoken so much of Gregory, it may be thought 
strange, that I have said nothing of his friend Basil. The truth is, 
that what I have asserted of the one, may, in general, be predi- 
cated of the other. Standing amidst a succession of Fathers, they 
may be compared to the Transition Rocks in Geology. They 
separate the primitive mountains of truth from the rocks of inno- 
vation, and all those subsequent formations, which contain the dirt 
and rubbish of Roman Catholic deposits! Few remains of dead 
things are to be found in the transition rocks; scarcely any of the 
corruptions of Popery are discoverable in these Fathers. The 
works of Basil are not now at hand; but if ] remember rightly, in 
them we meet but once with the Invocation and Intercession of 
the Saints. See the conclusion of his Panegyric on the Forty 
Martyrs. In all essential matters he was orthodox. Like Gre- 
gory and Chrysostom, he was a strenuous supporter of the doc- 
trine of the Trinity. Like them, he held the fall of man, the 
atonement of Christ, and our need of divine grace: but like them, 
he appears to have had less spiritual light, and less clear views 
of the Gospel, than modern Christians are blessed with. 

July 20th, 1822. | H. S. Boyp. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


In the preceding letter I have said that Chrysostom’s interpre- 
tation of some passages of Scripture was directly opposed to the 
doctrine of Purgatory. I have no right to expect that what I 
say should be taken for granted: I will therefore, with your per- 
mission, quote his words. The Papists would build their doc- 
trine on these words of Christ. ‘ It shall not be remitted, neither 
in this world, nor in the world to come.” In his commentary on 
the place, he speaks to this: ‘‘ Of the various sinners who trans- 
gress the divine law, some are wholly pardoned, and are not sub- 
jected to punishment in either. world: some are punished here, 
but saved hereafter: some escape the judgments of God in this 
life, but are condemned to punishment in the next: some suffer 
the divine vengeance in this world, and are consigned to punish- 
ment in the other.” Chrysostom gives instances from the Bible of 
all these cases. If the tenet of Purgatory had been held in his 
day, he would surely have told us of a fifth case; namely, the 
case of those who, after death, go for a time into a state of pun- 
ishment, or purification, or both, but at length are liberated. The 
Roman Catholics would also ground their notion on these words of 
St. Paul: “They shall be saved, but so as by fire.” That is, say 


they, the purifying fires of Purgatory shall burn out all their pol-- 


lutions, and they shall ultimately be made partakers of salvation. . 
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White is not more contrary to black, nor heat to cold, than 
Chrysostom’s interpretation. It is this: “ Their souls shall not 
be annihilated: their being shall be preserved; but it shall be 
preserved in fire, the fire of hell.” Whether this explication 
be the true one, is of no importance to my present argument. 
It is directly opposed to the popish interpretation, and that is 
enough. 

In the preceding letter I have also said, that Auricular Con- 
fession must have been unknown to Chrysostom. In his admira- 
ble Treatise on the Priesthood, he discusses at large the various 
duties of a Priest, and the difficulties to which he is exposed. In 
the fourth chapter of the sixth book, speaking of these duties and 
difficulties, he says. ‘Of the sins which are committed, not a 
thousandth part can become known to him; for how can he be 


acquainted with their sins, to whose faces, for the most part, he is 


an utter stranger?” In one of his discourses against the Anomean 
Heretics, (I think it is the fifth,) he states the same thing, and 
he states it at greater length. It is well known, that in every 
Roman Catholic congregation every man, every woman, and 
every child, after a certain age, confesses regularly to a Priest. 
If this had been done in the time of Chrysostom, I think it is im- 
possible that he could have written such a sentence. Let it be 
observed, that he did not write it after he became a Bishop, but 
when he was a young man; and that he is not speaking of the 
duties which attach to the Bishop of a Diocese, but of the duties 
ofa Priest. 

Some of the Fathers ascribe a priority, and a precedency, to 
the Church of Rome. The Papists eagerly grasp at this, but it 
does not much avail them. renzus, who was one of the most 
ancient Fathers, says that the Church of Rome ought to take the 
lead, but unluckily he gives the reasons. These reasons are not 
the same as those, or, rather, as that one grand reason, which the 
Roman Church now alleges. A Council was held in Constan- 
tinople, shortly after the famous Council in 381. In this it was 
decreed, that the Roman Church should take precedence of the 
other Churches. But the circumstance of its being then decreed, 
evinces that it was not established before. Soon after this 
period, Gregory wrote a long Poem, containing the history of his 
life. We there find him speaking of the superior rank and 
authority of the Church of Rome. Our concern however, is not 
with the rank, but with the doctrines which it held in the fourth 
century. The reader should ever bear in mind, that both Chrys- 
ostom and Gregory were orthodox Prelates of the Church, as it 
existed in that century. Let him also remember, that the Church 
of Rome holds every one of her doctrines to be equally essential. 
If, then, we could prove that any one of her doctrines was un- 
known to the primitive Church, it would be sufficient to anni- - 


hilate her pretentions. 4 
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In my Letter, I have mentioned that Gregory. excludes from 

the sacred Canon all the books which we reject. Besides them, 

however, he rejects two more. He entirely omits the Apocalypse; 

and if my memory be accurate, he omits the book of Esther. 
He concludes his catalogue with this line, 


Et ig 0& rxruw extog, oux sv yuncsos, 


‘But if there be any book beside these, it is not among ‘the 
genuine.” | | 

The Apocalypse was rejected, not only by Gregory, but by 
other eminent writers of the fourth age; and yet it was recog- 
nized by some of the earliest Fathers. Its subsequent rejection 
was, probably, owing to these two causes: Ist, the great difficulty. 
of comprehending it; 2dly, the improper use which was made of 
it. If the Revelation of St. John contain an abstract of the his- 
tory of the Church, from his time to the consummation of all 
things, it must have been far more difficult to understand in the 
second and third centuries, than it is at present. Perhaps this 
circumstance, together with the love of allegorizing which then 
prevailed, gave birth to the wild and extravagant interpretations 
with which the world was deluged. 

Some years ago, I met with a curious instance in Methodius’ 
Banquet of Virgins. One of the prophetic numbers, (I think it 
is the 1260 days,) is explained to mean the doctrine of the Trini- 
ty! It was probably owing to such interpretations, and to the 
difficulty of the book itself, that some well-meaning, but too 
hasty Christians, rejected the Apocalypse altogether. 


July 23d, 1822. H. S. Boyp. 
D6 Ce : 
Religions and Missionary Intelligence. 
—= 


WYANDOTT MISSION. 


To the Rev. Thomas Mason, Corresponding Secretary of the “ Missionary Society of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church.” 


Rev. anp Dear Sir, 

Brine persuaded that I could render more effectual service, by visiting the 
frontier settlements in the Western Country, and especially the Indian Mission, 
than by continuing my tour to the north, I availed myself of the company of the 
preachers from the Baltimore Conference, who were going west of the moun- 
tains, and accordingly set out with them; having no one to travel with me, and 
my afflictions rendering it improper forme to travel alone. : 

I reached the state of Ohio on a lame horse, unfit toc ry me farther. How- 
ever, a worthy friend, Brother John Davenport of Barnesvil e, furnished a horse, 
took the expense of the journey on himself, and accompanied me to the Mission 
and back to New-Lancaster, a journey of about three weeks. : 

Our Missionary establishment is at Upper-Sundusky, in the large national re- 
serve of the Wyandott tribe of Indians, which contains 147,840 acres of land ; 
being in extent something more than nineteen miles from east to west, and 
twelve miles from north to south. Through the whole extent of this tract, the 
Sandusky winds its course, receiving several beautiful streams. This fine tract, 
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with another reservation of five miles square at the Big-Spring, head of Blan- 
chard’s river, is all the soil that remains to the Wyandotts, once the proprietors 
of an extensive tract of country. The Mission at Upper-Sandusky is about sixty- 
five or seventy miles north of Columbus, the seat of government of Ohio. To 
the old Indian boundary line, which is about half way, the country is pretty well 
improved. From thence to the Wyandott reserve, the population is thinly scat- 
tered, the lands having been but lately surveyed and brought into market. 

On Saturday the 2lst of June, about ten o’clock in the morning, we arrived 
safe, and found the Mission family and the School all in good health ; but was 
much fatigued myself through affliction and warm weather, which was quite 
oppressive to me in crossing over the celebrated Sandusky Plains, through which 
the road lies. 

In the afternoon we commenced visiting the Schools, and repeated our visits 
frequently during the five days which we staid with them. These visits were 
highly gratifying to us, and they afforded us an opportunity of observing the be- 
haviour of the children, both in and wut of School, their improvement in learn- 
ing, and the whole order and management of the school ; together with the pro- 
ficiency of the boys in agriculture, and of the girls in the various domestic arts. 
They are sewing and spinning handsomely, and would be weaving if they had 
looms. The children are cleanly, chaste in their manners, kind to each other, 
peaceable and friendly to all. They promptly obey orders, and do their work 
cheerfully without any objection or murmur. They are regular in their attend- 
ance on family devotion and the public worship of God, and sing delightfully. 
Their proficiency in learning was gratifying to us, and is well spoken of by visi- 
tors. If they do not sufficiently understand what they read, it is for the want of 
suitable books, especially a translation of English words, lessons, hymns, &c. 
into their own tongue. 

But the change which has been wrought among the adult Indians, is wonder- 
ful! This people, “ that walked in darkness have seen a great light,—they that 
dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.”— 
And they have been “called from darkness into the marvellous light” of the 
gospel. To estimate correctly the conversion of these Indians from heathenish 
darkness, it should be remembered that the Friends (or Quakers) were the first to 
prepare them in some degree for the introduction of the Gospel, by patiently 
continuing to counsel them, and to afford them pecuniary aid. 

The first successful Missionary that appeared among them, was Mr. Stewart, 
a coloured man, and a member of our Church. The state of these Indians is 
thus described by him, in a letter to a friend, dated in June last. 

* The situation of the Wyandott nation of Indians when I first arrived among 
them, near six years ago, may be judged of from their manner of living. Some 
of their houses were made of small poles, and covered with bark; others of 
bark altogether. Their farms contained from about two acres to less than half 
an acre. The women did nearly all the work that was done. They had as many 
as two ploughs in the nation, but these were seldom used. In a word they were 
really in a savage state.” 

But now they are building hewed log houses, with brick chimneys, cultivating 
their lands, and successfully adopting the various agricultural arts. They now 
manifest a relish for, and begin to enjoy the benefits of, civilization ; and it is 
probable that some of them will, this year, raise an ample support for their fami- 
lies, from the produce of their farms. 

There are more than two hundred of them who have renounced heathenism 
and embraced the Christian Religion, giving unequivocal evidence of their sin- 
cerity, of the reality of a divine change. Our Missionaries have taken them 
under their pastoral care as probationers for membership in our chureh ; and are 
engaged in instructing them in the doctrine and duties of our holy religion; 
though the various duties of the Missionaries prevent them from devoting suffi- 
cient time for the instruction of these inquirers after truth. But the Lord hath 
mercifully provided helpers, in the conversion of several of the interpreters and 
a majority of the chiefs of the nation. The interpreters feeling themselves the 
force of divine truth, and entering more readily into the plan of the Gospel, are 
much more efficient organs for communicating instruction to the Indians. Some- 
of these chiefs are men of sound judgment and strong penetrating minds ; and 
having been more particularly instructed, have made great proficiency in the 

knowledge of God and of divine truths ; and being very zealous, they render im- 
portant assistance in the good work. The regularity of conduct, the solemnity 
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and devotion of this people, in time of divine service, of which I witnessed a 
pleasing example, is rarely exceeded in our own sages Tm assemblies. 

To the labours and influence of these great men, the chiefs, may also in some 
degree be attributed the good conduct of the children in School. Three of the 
chiefs. officiate in the schoo! as a committee to preserve good order and obedience 
among the children. I am told that Between-the-logs, the principal speaker, has 
lectured the School children in a very able and impressive manner, on the design 
and benefit of the school, attention to their studies and obedience to their 
teachers. This excellent man is also a very zealous and a useful preacher of 
righteousness. He has, in conjunction with others of the tribe, lately visited a 
neighbouring nation, and met with encouragement. 

On the third day after our arrival, we dined with Between-the-logs and about 
twenty of their principal men, six of whom were chiefs, and three interpreters ; 
and were very bape’ and comfortably entertained. After dinner we were all 
comfortably seated, a few of us on benches, the rest on the grass, under a plea- 
sant grove of shady oaks, and spent about two hours in council. I requested 
them to give us their views of the state of the School ; to inform us without re- 
serve of any objections they might have to the order ard management thereof, 
and to suggest any alteration they might wish. I also desired to know how their 
nation liked our religion, and how those who had embraced it were prospering ? 

Their reply was appropriate, impressive and dignified, embracing distinctly 
every particular inquiry, and in the order they were proposed to them. The sub- 
stance of their reply was, that they oa the school was in a good state 
and very prosperous ; were perfectly satished with its order and management, 
pleased with the superintendent and teachers, and gratified with the improvement 
of the children. It was their anxious wish for its permanence and success. They 
gave a pleasing account of those who had embraced religion, as to their moral 
conduct and inoffensive behaviour, and attention to their religious duties. They 
heartily approved of the religion they had embraced, and were highly pleased 
with the great and effectual reformation which had taken place among them. 

In the close they expressed the obligations they were under to all their 
kind friends and benefactors; and in a very respectful and feeling manner 
thanked their visitors, and the superintendent and teachers for their kind atten- 
tion to themselves and to their children ; and concluded with a devout wish for 
the prosperity and eternal happiness of them and all their kind friends. It was 
an affecting scene ; and tears bespoke their sincerity. 

In this School! there are Indian children sent to it from Canada. Others which 
were lately sent, were detained and taken into another School, at the rapids of 
Maumee, under the direction of the Presbyterians. An apology ‘vas written by 
the superintendent thereof to ours, stating that the detention was made on the 
presumption that our School was full, &c. | 

When we reflect upon the state of the Wyandotts, compared with their 
former savage condition, we may surely exclaim, “ What hath God wrought!” 
‘¢ The parched ground hath become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water, 
the wilderness and the solitary place is made glad, and the desert blossoms as 
the rose.” The marks of a genuine work of grace among these sons of the 
forest, accords so perfectly with the history of the great revivals of religion in 
all ages of the church, that no doubt remains of its being the work of God. 

That a great and effectual door is opened on our frontier, for the preaching of 
the Gospel to the Indian nations which border thereon, and that we are provi- 
dentially called to the work, Ihave no doubt. The only question is,—Are we pre- 
pared to rear 4 the call? The success of our Missionary labours does not depend 
on the interference of miraculous power, as in the case of the apostles, but on 
the ordinary operations and influences of the Holy Spirit, through the instru- 
mentality of a Gospel Ministry, supported by the liberality of a generous people. 

We have lately received an invitation from a distinguished officer of the 
Government, to extend our Missionary labours to a distant nation of Indians. A 
gentleman of this state who has visited New-Orleans has taken a deep interest in 
its favour; and from the great increase of population from other states, and the 
great probability of doing good at least among them, he urges another attempt. 
And from his influence, his ability and disposition to minister to its support, we 
entertain a hope of success. 

From a general view of our Missions, and of what the Lord is doing by us, we 
certainly have abundant cause to “ thank God and take courage,” and to perse- 
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vere faithfully and diligently in the great work ; looking to the Great Head of 
the Church, that He may bless our labours and crown them with success. 
Yours in the bonds of the Gospel of peace, 


Witutiam M‘Kenpree. 
Chillicothe, Ohio, August 13, 1823. 





Extract of a letter from John Johnston, Esq. Agent for Indian Affairs, to Bishop 
M‘Kendree. 


g Dated Upper-Sandusky, Aug. 23, 1823. 
IR, 

I have just closed a visit of several days, in attending to the state of the 
Indians at this place, and have had frequent opportunities of examining the pro- 
sy and condition of the School and Mission, under the management of the 

v. James B. Finley. The buildings and improvements of the estahlishment, 
are substantial and extensive ; and do this gentleman great credit. ‘The farm is 
under excellent fence, and in fine order ; comprising about one hundred and forty 
acres, in pasture, corn and vegetables. There are about fifty acres in corn, which, 
from present appearances, will yield three thousand bushels. It is by much the 
finest crop I have seen this year—has been well worked, and is clear of grass and 
weeds. There are twelve acres in potatoes, cabbages, turnips and garden. Sixty 
children belong to the school, of which number fifty-one are Indians. These 
children are boarded and lodged at the Mission-House. They are orderly and 
attentive ; comprising every class, from the alphabet to readers in the Bible. I 
am told by the teacher, that they are apt in learning, and that he is entirely satis- 
fied with the progress they have made. They attend with the family regularly to 
the duties of religion. The Meeting-House, on the sabbath, is numerously and 
devoutly attended. A better congregation in behaviour, I have not beheld. and I 
believe there can be no doubt, that there are very many persons, of both sexes, 
in the Wyandott nation, who have experienced the saving effects of the Gospel 
upon thejr minds. Many ef the Indians, are now settling on farms, and have 
comfortable houses and large fields, A spirit of order, industry and improvement, 
appears to prevail, with that part of the nation which has embraced christianity ; 
and this constitutes a full half of the whole population, 

I do not pretend to offer any opinion here, on the practicability of civilizing 
the Indians under the present arrangements of the government :—But, having 
spent a considerable portion of my life, in managing this description of people, I 
am free to declare, that the prospect of success here is greater than I have ever 
before witnessed—that this mission is ably and faithfully conducted, and has the 
strongest claims upon the countenance and support of the Methodist Church, as 
well as the Christian public at large. 

I am authorized and requested, by this nation in council, to present to the 
Conference, and through them, to the members of the Church, their thanks for 
the aid and assistance rendered unto them, by the Mission-F amily, in their spirit- 
ual and temporal affairs. From personal observation, together with the opinion 
of the sub-agent and interpreters, I am induced to request, that the Conference 
will be pleased to continue Mr. Finley and family in the superintendence of 
the School and Mission. Let it not be believed, that 1 make this request, from 
any partiality. favour or affection. It arises from a conviction of his qualifica- 
tions for the duty. 

Tam, &c. &c. 


Jonn JoHNsTON, 
Agent for Indian Affairs. 





ACCOUNT OF A CAMP MEETING ON THE OGEECHEE DISTRICT. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 
Washington, Wilkes Co. Ga. Aug. 21, 4825. 


Dear BRETHREN, 

On the 25th ult. I had a camp-meeting at Tabernacle in Abbeville Ct. South. 
Carolina, which was graciously owned and blessed of God. We had quite a 
large encampment and many souls attended on the occasion. On the first night 
of the meeting the work of the Lord commenced and continued to increase duripg 
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the meeting ; and though we had frequently showers of rain and sometimes quite 
— yet it did not appear to stop the wails During one of these thunder show- 
ers, thirteen souls professed to find the Lord in one tent. The last night of the 
meeting was truly affecting and pleasingly solemn. The cries for mercy and the 
shouts of new-born souls were heard aloud, with very little, if any intermission, 
during the whole night. It was judged that one hundred whites, and between forty 
and fifty coloured people were converted. I had a camp-meeting, at the same 
place the last year, which was rendered a peculiar blessing to -several students 
of Tabernacle Academy, which is under our direction, sixteen of the students 
then professed to get religion, and though a few of them have since their depar- 
ture from the Academy, not so fully demonstrated their change of heart by a 
pious and holy life ; yet others have, and in the Academy the work is still going 
en, and almost every young man who comes to it, receives a change of heart 
before he leaves it. It is bidding fair to become a grand nursery for virtye and 
all the Christian graces. I have had a few other camp-meetings this year, 
which have been good, though not equal with that at Tabernacle. 
Yours in Gospel bonds, 
JoserH TRAVIS. 


= - 
ACCOUNT OF CAMP MEETINGS ON THE BALTIMORE DISTRICT. 


Baltimore, Aug 14, 1828, 
Dear BRETHRES, : 


WE have had two camp-meetings in the bounds of this district, which were 
attended with much good. The first on the Baltimore circuit commenced on the 
3ist of July, and was attended by large attentive congregations, who seemed 
deeply to feel the weight of divine truth, and many of them submitted to its in- 
fluence, and proclaimed its power in their personal salvation from the guilt of sia. 
Among the number was a Quaker lady of sixty, whose sweet simplicity after 
conversion, carried the mind back to Pentecost, and made jus imagine we 
were among the primitive disciples. There was among the converts also a lady 
of eighty. Truly she was saved in the eleventh hour. The orderly conduct of 
the people at this camp-meeting was truly worthy of praise. 

The second meeting was held in the bounds of Severn circuit. The number 
of tents was one hundred and thirty. The _——— commenced on Friday 
night, August 8. Every day subsequently was a day of great grace to the peo- 
ple, and numbered some of the multitudes who. attended among the heirs of salva- 
tion. Saturday evening and night were seasons of mercy. Sunday night in some 
of the tents there were many conversions ; but on Monday night, Tuesday, and 
Tuesday night,God poured out of His Spirit in an uncommon manner. On 
Wednesday morning we closed our exercises. From tolerably correct data we 
estimated the number who professed to have experienced religion during the 
meeting, at one hundred and twenty whites and coloured. Many left the ground 
under deep convictions. 

Iam yours respectfully, 
L. R. Fecutie. 


PROGRESS OF THE WORK OF GOD IN NEW-BEDFORD CIRCUIT. 


Extract of aletter from Rev. S. Sias. 
New-Bedford Aug. 27, 1823. 
Dear BroTHeER, 

Wiru pleasure I inform you of the continuance of the revival mentioned in 
my last. The work has extended about twenty miles, and bids fair to be great 
and glorious indeed. We heve formed an entire new circuit, where there is suf- 
ficient work for three preachers. There has never been such a cry for the word 
since the settlement of our forefathers as at the present time. It is impossible for 
us to supply the numerious Macedonian calls—* Come over and help us.’— 
‘‘ The harvest is great but the labourers are (comparatively) few. The Lord 
send them into tbe field of labour till the harvest be fully gathered in, 
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Extract from the First Annual Report of the Genesee Conference Auxiliary 
Missionary Soctety. 


In the course of the year past, a number of Branch Missionary Societies, aux- 
iliary to the Genesee Conference Missionary Society, have been organized, and 
their reports received, together with the avails, to aid us in the common cause of 
our Holy Redeemer. 

Many of the communications from these Auxiliary Societies are of an inte- 
resting character, and clearly evince a laudable and praise-worthy zeal. And 
we cannot forbear mentioning with gratiude, that gentlemen of respectability and 
influence, who are not members of any particular church, have come forward in 
this cause, and nobly set an example of which no Christian need to be ashamed ; 
and many who stand more particularly related to other churches than ours, have 
manifested a catholic spirit which should characterize oneg disciple of Jesus, by 
becoming subscribers and managers in these societies. We hail, with emotions 
of peculiar delight, the dawning of the day which shall witness the destruction of 
bigotry and party spirit among Christians ; and a general and universal spread of 
gospel holiness, till the glory of God shall cover the face of the earth. 


EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS. 


Catharine Branch Missionary Society —“ A Society was formed in this town a 
few months since, and a constitution adopted agreeably to the recommendation 
of the Genesee Conference ; the object of which, is_to aid the several Annual 
Conferences, in spreading the Gospel throughout the United States and else- 
where. The sum of sixteen dollars has been forwarded to the funds of the Gen- 
esee Conference Missionary Society. But though we have done so little, the 
cause of Missions engages our best feelings; and we esteem it in a high sense, the 
cause of God; and feel ourselves highly honored to be among its advocates. 
Many of us have been constant readers, for years past, of Missionary intelligence, 
aud watched, with ardent desires, for success, the movements of this best of 
causes; and we have wished to cast our mite into the treasury of the Lord, 
to aid in spreading the glad tidings-of salvation. For the want of opportunity, 
we have hitherto remained only friendly spectators of what others were doing ; 
but we rejoice that the time has now come, in which we can unite with our 

brethren in this labor of love.” 

: Utica Branch Missionary Society —“ The members of the Utica Auxiliary, have 
felt an interest in the success of the Parent institution, well knowing, that occa- 
sional contributions alone, could never answer the purpose, like that of a per- 
manent establishment; yet, in whatever channels Christian benevolence flows, 
we rejoice that the object of Missions is promoted. To forward this object, the 
sum of twenty dollars has been forwarded to the Genesee Conference Mission- 
ary Society. The preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, has hitherto been 
made the means of salvation to man. It has been blessed at every period of the 
Christian church. In the primitive ages of Christianity, it produced great and 
happy revolutions in the minds of all descriptions of men. It broke the fetters of 
Jewish prejudices, and rent asunder the galling yoke of heathen superstitions, ex- 
posed the folly and weakness of the proud systems of human philosophy and 
translated thousands from the kingdom of Satan to that of God’s dear Son.” 

Bethany Branch Missionary Society“ A society has been formed in this place, 
under no common feelings of interest for the prosperity of the Missionary cause. 
Though in our first efforts, we have to encounter difficulties, yet, as we are per- 
suaded, that the cause of Missions is the cause of God, we rejoice in the oppor- 
tunity afforded us, of exercising that charity to the souls of men, which goes 
further than to say, ‘ Be ye warmed, and be ye clothed.’ ” 

Ancaster Brancu Missionary Soeiety :—Extract of a letter from H. T. Page, 
Secretary of the Society, to Rev. E. Bowen, Secretary of the Genesee Conference 
Missionary Society. “A Missionary Society having lately been formed in this 
township, as a Branch to your society, we leave to enclose to you, a copy.ot 
the constitution, together with the names of the officers and managers for the 
present year; as also, to say, that the sum of £7 3s.’ currency of this Province, 
($28 60,) is forwarded by our Treasurer, to the Treasurer of your society. We 
assure you, that we esteem it a privilege, to contribute to the support of an insti- 
tution whose object is so noble, and whose Missionaries in this country have been 
30 laborious and successful,” 
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SraMrorp Brancu Missionary Society :—From the Secretary. “In callin 
io mind the state of society, when thirty years ago, the gospel was first introduc 
into this country, and comparing it with the t state of improvement, effect- 
ed by the means of your Missionaries, we admire the change, and are persuaded 
that the labours of your Missionaries will not be lost, nor the aid afforded by 
Missionary Societies, be in vain. Indeed, who can read the accounts of the 
work of God among the Indians at Sandusky, and other Missionary establish- 
ments among the natives of the forest, without ardently desiring to take in 
this good work? Our donation, though small, ($22 60,) is forwarded, with our 
best wishes for the prosperity and extention of your Society.” 

NiaGara QuarTEeRty Meetine Conrerence Brayen Missionary Society :-— 
Extract of a letter from the Secretary. The amount of two branches on this cir- 
cuit, ($47 61,) is forwarded by our Treasurer, to the Treasurer of your Auxiliary. 
In adverting to an event so laudable, and so expedient, as the formation of 
Missionary Societies in Upper Canada, we cannot but express our delight in the 
promptitude and zeal, which have been manifested by the people in this part, for 
the promotion of the Missionary cause. So that if the inhabitants, more than - 
thirty years ago, were first in petitioning, before your Missionaries came into this 
country, so they are not the last to come forward to aid them in their labors, 
which have been rendered so essentially beneficial. The institution is with us 
new, but we doubt not that when the design is more fully understood, and time 
afforded for more extensive operations, those who have so earnestly listened to 
the truths of the gospel, will most readily engage with their influence and money 
to promote the institution.” 

“ At a time so auspious as the present ; at a season when almost every religi- 
ous institution is crowned with abundant success; at a time especially, when 
your Missionaries are successfully bearing the cross, not only to the destitute and 
friendless of settlements entirely new, but also to the nations of the forest, the 
Wyandotts, the Creeks and the Mohawks, we feel that we should be criminal if 
we did not exert ourselves in support of so good an undertaking. Indeed, our 
liberality appears but a reasonable service, to aid in meeting the expenses incur- 
red by your Missionaries, while laboring for the moral and religious improvement 
of the newly formed settlements of this country. We request, therefore, that 
your society will accept our humble offerings, as a tribute of benevolence of 
gratitude, and of duty ” 

Extracts equally interesting might easily be multiplied from reports of other 
societies ; but as they breathe the same spirit, what have been given may serve 
as specimens of the zeal awakened in the hearts of the people, so creditable te 
themselves, and encouraging to the friends of the institution. By order of the 


board of managers, , F. Reep. 
Obituary. 


sacred functions of the holy ministry, as - 





- From the Family Visiter. 


Mr. Pottarp,—With an aching heart, 
i have to inform you and the public, of 
the unexpected death of the Rev. Pry- 
ton ANDERSON, who departed this life 
on Wednesday the 27th ult. at sre 
per Courthouse, in the triumphs of faith, 
after an illness of only seven days. He 
was born and raised in Chesterfield 
county, about twenty-five miles from 
this city. At a very early period of life 
he sought and found the pearl of great 
price, and with propriety it may be said 
that from his youth up, he observed all 
the precepts of the divine law. In the 
morning of his days he entered on the 


an itinerating preacher of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church; and with ability, 
faithfulness, and success he filled the 
various stations to which he was ap- 
pointed by the hand of Providence, for 
eight years in succession. He possessed 
an humble, meek, diligent and persever- 
ing spirit ; his mind seemed to be entire- 
ly devoted to the blessed work in which 
he was employed, and when I saw him 
last his cup was full to overflowing, and 
his whole soul appeared to be swallow- 
ed up in God. . 

He left this city about the 14th of last 
month to attend several appointments 
in the upper counties, but before he 
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reached them his labours closed, and Je- 
sus received him to himself. On Wed- 
nesday the 20th he was as well as usual, 
and preached in Culpepper county with 
his usual energy; on [Thursday he started 
to attend an appointment but could not 
get farther than the Courthouse. Two 
skilful physicians were called to his as- 
sistance; but such was the stubborn na- 
ture of his disease, which was a Billious 
fever, that it baffled medical skill and tri- 
umphed over the happy victim of death. 
Just before he fell asleep in the arms of 
Jesus, he requested that all in the room 
would meet him in heaven, and although 
he was delirious during his illness, with 
intervals of rationality, yet his master did 
not .suffer him thus to die. He delibe- 
rately bid all around him farewell, and 
with a smile he left the world, to gaze for 
ever on the glories of eternity. We la- 
ment the loss of such a man, minister 
and friend. He has left an aged father 
and mother, five brothers and four sis- 
ters, to follow him as he followed Christ. 
May I live his life of piety, die his 
death of triumph, and may my end be 
like his, glorious. J. F. ANDREW. 


DEATH OF THE REV. WM. WARD OF 
SERAMPORE. 


The following is a copy of a note from 
Dr. Carey one of the Baptist missionaries 
at Calcutta, announcing the above affect- 
ing intelligence. Mr. Ward had been ill 
but one day.. The fatal disease was the 
cholera morbus :— 

“Our dear brother Ward breathed his 
Jast about half an hour ago, viz. a quar- 
ter before 5 o'clock, and will be commit- 
ted to the grave to-morrow evening. It 
will be a comfort under our affliction, to 
see any of our brethren from Calcutta on 
that painful occasion. __ | 

“T am very affectionately, yours, 

“© March 7,.1823. *W. Carey.” 


Smaps 
DEATH OF THE REV. JACOB BARR. 


Died on the 16th of June, 1823, at 
his residence, in Orangeburgh district, 
South-Carolina, the Rev. Jacob Barr, in 
the seventieth year of his age. Little 
is known of the early part of his life. 
He first came into notice in the time of 
the revolutionary war. He was among 


the first in the state, who entered the: 


contest for American Independence, 
and gave’ due evidence of his zeal for 
the cause in which he engaged. When 
Charleston was invested, he was sta- 
tioned, it seems, in a fort on Sullivan’s 


Island. It was taken by the British, but 
thinking it was surrendered through 
cowardice ; and, acting as deputy Com- 
missary, he ran.and stove to pieces the 
casks of spirits; and damaged @s much 
as he could the clothing and provisions 
of the Army. For this he was. carried 
on board of one of the enemy’s ships, 
and chained down on the forecastle. 
How long he thus remained is not re- 
membered. On the night previous to 
the surrender of Charleston, the officers 
on watch through the night, endeavour- 
ed to persuade him to desert, and join 
‘the king, urging many reasons for it. 
He rejected their offer with disdain — 
He suffered great privations during the 
war. 

In 1786 or 7, the Methodist Ministers 
began to visit his neighbourhood.— 
Among the various opinions expressed 
about them, his was, that money was 
their object. Accordingly, the first time 
he went to hear them, he left his money 
at home ; but no sooner did he give 
them a fair hearing, than his mind be- 
came quite changed, received convic- 
tiom for sin, and he enlisted a soldier for 
Christ, and found peace with God. 

As he had been zealous for his 
country, so now he became fervent in 
the service of God. He was amon 
those who joined the first society raise 
in what was then, and long after, called 
Edisto circuit. He was appointed.class- 
leader. Persecution arose, and they 
were soon compelled to leave the old 
Lutheran Meeting-House on Cattle- 
Creek, where they assembled. He step- 
ped forward, and in a few mouths, a 
more convenient chapel was finished, 
which continues to be occupied by the 
Methodists to this day. He was soon 
after licensed to exhort, then to preach, 
and was finally ordained an Elder. He 
discharged the duties of his stations with 
a conscience void of offence towards God 
and man. He was a good man, a good 
husband, a good father anda good preach- 
er He studied his bible diligently, and 
made good use of what he learned there- 
in. In addition to his other duties, he 
served as Justice of the Quorum for up- 
wards of twenty years with acceptabilty 
and credit. 

He had in common with his brethren 
his trials in domestic and public life ; 
but he remained faithful until God called 
him home. 

As he lived the life of the righteous, 
so he died his death. His last words 
were, “I am going to glory.” 

wig ‘nae Myers. 
August 9, 1823. 
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